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HISTORICAL/BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE: The New York Orthopaedic Dispensary opened in 1866 to 
provide orthopedic care for the poor children of New York City.  Its name was changed to New 
York Orthopaedic Dispensary and Hospital in 1874, and later to New York Orthopaedic 
Hospital. From 1904 to 1943, a country branch for the rehabilitation of children with tuberculosis 
was operated in Westchester County. The New York Orthopaedic Hospital merged with 
Presbyterian Hospital in 1945 and it moved to the Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center in 
1950. It also serves as the Department of Orthopedic Surgery for the Columbia University 
Vagelos College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

The Hibbs Library was founded in 1927 with a $10,000 gift by Dr. Russell A. Hibbs, the 
hospital’s Surgeon-in-Chief, 1899-1932.  Though the library was created as a resource for the 
medical staff, the following year a patients’ library was established which was also supervised by 
the Hibbs librarian.  As early as 1928, the patients’ library had a circulation of over 8,200 
volumes.  The patients’ library was merged into that of the Columbia-Presbyterian Medical 
Center’s when the hospital moved to the Medical Center in 1950.  The Hibbs Library remained 
as a source of books and journals for the hospital staff until its closure circa 2015.   

Sources: Smith, Alan DeForest. The New York Orthopaedic Hospital, 1866-1966: A Century of 
Progress in Orthopaedic Surgery (New York: The Hospital, 1966); New York Orthopaedic 
Hospital Yearbook for 1928. 

SCOPE AND CONTENT: Records of the Hibbs Library of the New York Orthopaedic Hospital, 
largely of its patients’ library component.  The bulk of the records is correspondence with 
donors, wholesale book dealers, and other libraries, 1928-1950. There are also annual reports, 
1930-1947, bills, 1938-1945, and an accession register, 1965-1976.  

LANGUAGE: English. 
 
ACCESS: Open without restrictions. 
 
PROVENANCE: Transfer from New York Orthopaedic Hospital/Department of Orthopedic 
Surgery, 2020 (accession #2020.004). 
 
CITE AS: New York Orthopaedic Hospital. Hibbs Library Records, Archives & Special 
Collections, Columbia University Health Sciences Library. 
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Container List

Box Fo. Title Dates

1 1 Correspondence "A" 1941-1950

1 2 Accession register 1965-1976

1 3 Annual reports 1930-1947

1 4 Baker and Taylor 1928-1944

1 5 Bills, Patients' Library      1938-1945

1 6 Correspondence "D" 1930-1945

1 7 Correspondence "E" - "F" 1932-1950

1 8 Correspondence "G" 1929-1942

1 9 Correspondence "H" 1933-1950

1 10 Correspondence "I" - "L" 1934-1950

1 11 Correspondence "M" 1932-1947

1 12 Correspondence "N" 1932, 1942-1946

1 13 New York Public Library   1929-1946

1 14 New York Society Library 1934-1946

1 15 Correspondence "O" 1938-1950

1 16 Correspondence "P" 1932-1949

1 17 Correspondence "R" 1930-1950



1 18 Correspondence "S" 1930-1950

1 19 Sellner, Morton S. 1933-1936

1 20 Correspondence "T" 1933-1949

1 21 United Hospital Fund 1944-1949

1 22 Correspondence "V" - "Z" 1931-1950
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