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HISTORICAL NOTE: The Peking Union Medical College was founded in 1906 by British 
and American missionaries. In 1915, the College came under the auspices of the 
Rockefeller Foundation through its China Medical Board.  During the 1920s and ‘30s, the 
PUMC was an outpost of Western medicine and medical education in China and had a 
largely American faculty. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT: Record of two sessions of postgraduate education in surgery, 
April 30-June 1, 1923 and Sept. 8-Oct. 4, 1924, given by the department of surgery at the 
Peking Union Medical College.  Included are typescript notes of surgical operations, 
grand rounds, and lectures; photographs of patients; and a photograph of the 1923 class.  
While all kinds of surgical operations except neurological are represented, there is a 
preponderance of orthopedic, gastrointestinal, and plastic operations.  It appears these 
volumes were created by the PUMC dept. of surgery, rather than one of the students. 
 
The 1923 session had 16 students, while the 1924 session had 15.  Of these 31 students, 8 
were Chinese and the rest were Western surgeons working in China. 
 
LANGUAGE: English. 
 
ACCESS : Open. 
 
RELATED COLLECTIONS: Archives & Special Collections’ Jerome P. Webster Papers 
have surgical case notes from his time on the faculty at PUMC, 1921-1925. 
 
PROVENANCE: Gift of Jerome P. Webster, 1954.  The volumes were originally cataloged 
as books and shelved in Special Collections. After a reappraisal in 2008 they were 
removed from the department’s book holdings and added to its manuscript collection. 
 
SUBJECTS 
Zhongguo xie he yi ke da xue. 
Surgery – China – 20th century. 
Surgery – cases. 
Surgery, Operative. 
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