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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE: The husband and wife team of Samuel Torrey Orton and June 
Lyday Orton were professional partners in the field of language disabilities. Together 
they conducted research, trained educators and therapists, and treated individuals with 
reading and writing difficulties. In the process, they became two of the most important 
individuals in the history of dyslexia.  

 
Samuel Torrey Orton was born in Columbus, Ohio, on October 15, 1879. His father, 
Edward Orton, was at various times the state geologist of Ohio, the President of Antioch 
College, and the first President of Ohio State University. Other distinguished family 
members included his cousin, President William Howard Taft, and his uncle, educator 
Horace Taft of the Taft School in Watertown, Connecticut, where young Sam completed 
high school in 1897.  

 
Orton attended Ohio State University (B.S., 1901), the University of Pennsylvania School 
of Medicine (M.D., 1905), and Harvard University (M.A., 1906). He was a member of 
Alpha Omega Alpha and Sigma Xi. He began his medical career by training in pathology 
under Frank B. Mallory at Boston City Hospital in 1905-06. He then spent a year at the 
Columbus (Ohio) State Hospital, and two years at St. Ann’s Hospital in Anaconda, 
Montana.  

 
On October 13, 1908, he married Mary Follett in Columbus, Ohio. They had three 
children: Samuel Torrey Orton Jr., Sarah Patterson Orton, and Mary Follett Orton.  
 
Orton returned East to become pathologist of the Worcester State Hospital in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, from 1910 to 1913.  During this time, he also taught at Harvard Medical 
School and at Clark University. In 1913, Orton traveled to Germany to study with Alois 
Alzheimer. Upon his return, he was appointed pathologist and clinical director of the 
Pennsylvania Hospital for Mental Diseases in Philadelphia, where he served from 1914 to 
1919. 
 
In 1919, he accepted the opportunity to become the founding director of the State 
Psychopathic Hospital in Iowa City, Iowa, and chairman of the Department of Psychiatry 
at the University of Iowa College of Medicine. Among his achievements in Iowa was the 
creation in 1925 of the “Mobile Mental Hygiene Clinic,” a field unit providing 
psychiatric services to the people of Iowa in their own communities. The Field Organizer 
of the mobile clinic, who was also Chief of the Psychiatric Social Service in the 
Department of Psychiatry, was June Lyday, who would become Samuel Orton’s second 
wife. 

http://library-archives.cumc.columbia.edu/
http://library-archives.cumc.columbia.edu/finding-aid/samuel-torrey-orton-and-june-lyday-orton-papers-1901-1977
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June Frances Lyday was born on August 3, 1898, in Newton, Iowa, and was raised in 
Michigan. In 1918, she graduated summa cum laude from Vassar College at the age of 19 
and was elected a member of Phi Beta Kappa. She earned a master’s degree in social 
work at the Smith College School of Psychiatric Social Work in 1919.  She did field 
work at the Boston Psychopathic Hospital and at prisons in the Detroit area before 
returning to Iowa. 
 
Through the Mobile Clinic, Samuel Orton met M. P., a 16-year-old who “seemed bright 
but couldn’t learn to read.” After this case, the study of language and learning disabilities 
became Orton’s life’s work. Orton published his study of M. P. in a 1925 article, “’Word 
Blindness’ in School Children.” He rejected earlier theories about what had been termed 
“congenital word-blindness” and diagnosed the problem as physiological. He coined the 
term “strephosymbolia” (twisted symbols) to describe the condition now known as 
dyslexia, although he also used the phrase “specific reading disability.” With funding 
from the Rockefeller Foundation, he and Iowa colleagues Lee Edward Travis, Marion 
Monroe, and Lauretta Bender further investigated reading disabilities. Orton’s last years 
in Iowa were difficult: his wife died in 1926, and he resigned during a complicated 
faculty controversy in 1927. 

 
In 1928, Orton married June Lyday and came to New York City to open his own office in 
psychiatry.  He also became a neuropathologist at the Neurological Institute of New York 
and a part-time professor in neurology and neuropathology at the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of Columbia University. Between 1932 and his departure from Columbia in 
1936, Orton directed the Language Research Project of the Neurological Institute of New 
York. His associates included Paul Dozier, Edwin Cole, and Anna Gillingham. 
Gillingham knew of Dr. Orton’s work in Iowa and collaborated with him at the 
Neurological Institute from 1931 to 1933. With Bessie Stillman, Gillingham organized 
Orton’s principles into a successful remedial reading training system based on visual-
auditory-kinesthetic linkages, a multisensory approach to alphabetic phonics that came to 
be known as “Orton-Gillingham.” 
 
Samuel Orton was active in professional circles. He was on the editorial boards of the 
Archives of Neurology & Psychiatry from 1920 to 1930, and the Bulletin of the 
Neurological Institute of New York  from 1930 to 1936. He was President of the American 
Psychiatric Association in 1928, and President of the American Association for Research 
in Nervous and Mental Diseases in 1932. He delivered the Thomas W. Salmon Lectures 
at the New York Academy of Medicine in 1936, and his lectures developed into his book, 
Reading, Writing, and Speech Problems in Children. 
 
Throughout their years in New York, the Ortons maintained a busy private practice at 
their apartment in the Croydon Hotel. With June’s training in social work and Sam’s 
medical background, the Ortons evolved a rigorous approach to the diagnosis and 
treatment of reading disabilities. Due to Sam’s frequent bouts of ill health, June 
shouldered much of the workload, and responded to much of his correspondence. 
Between 1928 and 1948, the Ortons saw over 2000 patients. 
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Samuel Orton also supervised a research program funded by the Rockefeller Foundation 
and carried out by David Wright between 1939 and 1941 at the Forman School, a boys’ 
school in Litchfield, Connecticut. A similar project continued at the Institute of 
Pennsylvania Hospital from 1942 to 1944. In 1945, Orton’s alma mater, the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Medicine, awarded him an honorary doctorate. 
 
On October 1, 1948, Samuel Orton announced his retirement from active practice. He 
intended to spend more time at “Hwimsy,” the country retreat he himself had largely built 
in Wappingers Falls, New York, but then he broke his hip. He died of complications on 
November 17, 1948, at the age of 69, and was buried in Columbus, Ohio. 
 
June Orton was determined to preserve and extend her husband’s legacy. Almost a year 
after his death, on October 28, 1949, in her apartment at the Croydon Hotel, June Orton 
held a memorial dinner for invited friends and colleagues. From this small gathering grew 
the Orton Society, now known as the International Dyslexia Association.  June Orton 
served as the Orton Society’s President from 1950 to 1960 and advised later Orton 
Society officers such as Sally Childs, John Dorsey, Margaret Rawson, and Roger 
Saunders. She edited the first 14 issues of the Bulletin of the Orton Society as well as the 
Society’s edition of the collected papers of her late husband. 
 
In 1950, Lloyd J. Thompson, head of the Department of Psychiatry and Neurology, 
persuaded June Orton to start a language clinic at the Bowman-Gray School of Medicine 
in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. The clinic, named Graylyn, was disbanded in 1957, 
but June stayed in North Carolina for the rest of her life. She continued her private 
practice by founding the Orton Reading Center of Winston-Salem in 1957, which later 
integrated into Salem College in 1972. At the Center, she diagnosed and treated 
individuals with language disabilities, and trained remedial reading teachers. She codified 
her approach in her 1963 book, A Guide to Teaching Phonics. She also conducted 
numerous workshops for educators around the country, and lectured extensively for a 
wide audience of scientists, educators, and parents. For her devotion to the field of 
reading disabilities, she received the Orton Society’s Samuel T. Orton Award in 1969. 
June Orton continued to treat students and train teachers until her death on March 12, 
1977. 
 
ORGANIZATION: Organized in eleven series: I. Family and Personal Papers;  
II. Correspondence; III. Organizational Records; IV. Writings and Speeches; V. Subject 
Files; VI. Illustrations; VII. Pupil Records; VIII. Photographs; IX. Index Card Files;       
X. Films; XI. Oversize. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE: The Orton Papers document Samuel and June Orton’s 
pioneering efforts to diagnose and assist individuals with language disabilities, and the 
spread of their ideas over fifty years through a network of parents, educators, physicians, 
social workers, and therapists. This collection is arranged into eleven series, and 
materials related to the testing, diagnosis, and treatment of dyslexia and other language 
disabilities are found throughout most series. 
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The first series, Family and Personal Papers, consists of biographical and genealogical 
materials, correspondence, academic records, and miscellaneous items relating to Samuel 
and June Orton and members of their families, and is arranged alphabetically by name. 
Correspondence and biographical materials document Samuel Orton’s distinguished 
relatives, including his father, Edward Orton Sr.; his brother, Edward Orton Jr.; and his 
Taft relatives, including his uncle, educator Horace Taft, and his cousin, President 
William Howard Taft. However, most of the Orton family materials relate to practical 
matters such as estate settlements. This series also features useful biographical accounts 
of both Samuel and June Orton, as well as their academic records. Little material exists 
regarding Samuel Orton’s children or first wife, and the collection holds only two letters 
between Sam and June. 
 
The second series, Correspondence, consists of correspondence to and from Samuel or 
June Orton, and is divided into two subseries. The first subseries features notable or 
frequent correspondents, and is arranged alphabetically by name. The second subseries 
consists of general correspondence sorted first by year, then alphabetically by name.  
 
In the first subseries, Samuel Orton’s correspondence with professional colleagues 
Lauretta Bender, Katrina de Hirsch, Paul Dozier, Anna Gillingham, Marion Monroe, Lee 
Edward Travis, and David G. Wright illuminates the growth of his ideas about reading 
disabilities. Both Ortons actively corresponded with educators Peter and David Gow, 
Diana King, and Page and Laura Sharp, among others. June Orton frequently 
corresponded with Orton Society officers John Bigelow, Sally Childs, John Dorsey, 
Margaret Rawson, Roger Saunders, and Beth Slingerland. Her other significant 
correspondents include Edwin Cole, Helene Durbrow, Lucia Karnes, and Lloyd J. 
Thompson. Other notable correspondents include New Yorker profile writer Calvin 
Tompkins, and a roster of eminent neurologists, including Alois Alzheimer, H. G. 
Creutzfeldt, G. Stanley Hall, J. Ramsey Hunt, and Wilder Penfield. One anomaly in this 
subseries concerns the correspondence of Paul Lewis. In addition to letters between 
Lewis and Samuel Orton, Orton seems to have acquired Lewis’s correspondence with 
others, including William Welch and Simon Flexner.  
 
The second subseries demonstrates the typical correspondence received by the Ortons 
during various stages of their lives. The vast majority is professionally related. This 
correspondence with dyslexics, parents, teachers, reading specialists, and doctors 
illuminates the nature of the Ortons’ practice and their ideas. In the 1930s and 1940s, 
many letters written to Samuel Orton were answered by June.  
 
The third series, Organizational Records, consists of a diverse range of materials related 
to the institutions and organizations the Ortons were involved with in a professional 
capacity, and is arranged chronologically. The contents of this series are best used in 
combination with the Correspondence series. For example, the correspondence between 
Beth Slingerland and June Orton further illuminates the activities of the Orton Reading 
Center.  
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There are few early records for either Samuel or June Orton’s professional careers prior 
to their Iowa years.  Substantial administrative correspondence, committee minutes, 
financial records, legislative records, and various reports document the Ortons’ work in 
Iowa. Various materials, including many newspaper accounts, explain the faculty 
controversy of 1927 that led Samuel Orton to resign. The Mobile Clinic records include 
correspondence with the Rockefeller Foundation, the project’s funding agency, and with 
June Lyday, at that time the Clinic’s coordinator. All her correspondence is patient-
related, and other records of the Mobile Clinic also contain specific information about  
M. P., who was Samuel Orton’s first case study of dyslexia, and other patients. 
Though various materials document Samuel Orton’s work at the Neurological Institute of 
New York, these are not especially substantive with respect to his work on language 
disabilities. Samuel Orton’s private practice is documented in the later series of index 
cards, and in the related collection of Orton Case Files. Correspondence with hospital 
administrators documents Samuel Orton’s work at the Institute of the Pennsylvania 
Hospital between 1942 and 1944, and the correspondence of David Wright in the second 
series also documents this period. 
 
June Orton’s Orton Society records document the group’s founding in 1949, and 
programs and other materials provide information about the Society’s early meetings in 
the 1950s. Her work in North Carolina is documented in records related to the Graylyn 
Language Clinic and the Orton Reading Center. In addition to providing an 
administrative overview of each center, these records feature various tests and diagnostic 
materials, and the composition books that display both the student’s performance and the 
teacher’s planning and evaluation. June Orton’s efforts to train teachers and promote 
understanding of language disabilities are seen in the workshops she conducted, and the 
Penland workshops are particularly well documented.  
 
The fourth series, Writings and Speeches, consists of bibliographies, manuscripts, 
typescripts, reprints, notes, and miscellaneous printed matter related to the publications 
and presentations of both Ortons, as well as books and reprints sent to the Ortons by 
others. Samuel Orton’s writings are documented by bibliographies, reprints of his 
published papers, including the 1966 Collected Papers edited by June Orton and 
published by the Orton Society, and a substantial number of unpublished papers, some in 
fragmentary form. Samuel Orton’s speeches to students, educators, neurologists, and 
civic groups are mostly written in an abbreviated, note-like form. June Orton wrote 
several articles regarding the Mobile Clinic in the 1920s, but published little in later years 
with the exception of her 1963 guide to teaching phonics. The books and articles written 
by the Ortons’ colleagues are generally related to learning disabilities, and are frequently 
inscribed by their authors to Samuel or June Orton. Most of these individuals are also 
represented in the Correspondence series. 
 
The fifth series, Subject Files, consists of notes, drawings, printed matter, and 
miscellaneous materials organized alphabetically by general subject heading. This series 
was created to group a diverse range of materials lacking an identifiable original order. 
These files cover the Ortons’ major topics of interest, including dyslexia, phonics, and 
testing and diagnostic materials, primarily from the years of their private practice. 
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The sixth series, Illustrations, consists of images presumably used in publications and 
presentations by Samuel Orton, and is arranged alphabetically by subject heading. Many 
of the images appear to have been produced by Samuel Orton himself. In addition, Orton 
was fascinated by left-handedness (which appears more frequently in individuals with 
reading disabilities) and collected newspaper and magazine clippings showing left-
handed people. 
 
The seventh series, Pupil Records, consists of correspondence, charts, notes, and other 
materials related to students the Ortons examined, diagnosed, and taught. The Pupil 
Records are divided into individual and group subseries. Individual pupil records are 
arranged alphabetically, and in general, more substantive records about these pupils may 
be found in the related collection of Orton Case Files. Most of the group records date 
from June Orton’s work in North Carolina in the 1950s and early 1960s. 
 
The eighth series, Photographs, consists of a small number of photographs gathered from 
throughout the Orton papers. The only image of Samuel Orton is a printed image from a 
reprint. June Orton is represented by photographs from the Smith School of Social Work, 
and several photographs from the 1950s.  
 
The ninth series, Index Card Files, consists of card files documenting patient visits and 
financial obligations, as well as note cards related to medical literature. This series was 
created to segregate materials in this format. The patient records, which are in 
alphabetical order, cover the Ortons’ private practice in New York, which is more fully 
documented in the Orton Case Files. The notes on medical literature and bibliography 
appear to be from Samuel Orton’s student days and early professional years in pathology. 
 
The tenth series, Films, consists of nine films from the 1930s and 1940s, , all are home 
movies. Depicted are Samuel and June Orton’s wedding in Detroit on July 16, 1928 and 
their subsequent honeymoon to Niagara Falls and other points; a vacation that same 
summer with Orton’s children in New York State’s Adirondack Mountains; and the 
construction, 1930-32 of the Orton’s country retreat, Hwimsy, near Wappingers Falls, 
N.Y.  Brief descriptions of each digitized film can be found at the end of this finding aid. 
 
The eleventh and final series, Oversize, consists of items from other series too large to be 
stored within document boxes. Of note are some elaborate charts of pupil records. 
 
ACCESS : The Orton Papers contain references to individuals with learning disabilities 
throughout the entire collection. Because removing all names and identifying 
characteristics is impractical and often detrimental to their scholarly value, the entire 
collection is subject to the department’s Access Policy to Records Containing Protected 
Health Information. All users of the Orton Papers must observe this policy.  
 
Digitized access copies of film are made available on-demand. Use of analog film is 
restricted.  
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PROVENANCE: June Orton’s will established the Orton Language Disability Trust 
Committee, which in 1980 signed an agreement to donate the Orton Papers to Columbia 
University.  The case files were microfilmed in North Carolina in 1980-81 and arrived in 
the Archives and Special Collections Division of the Augustus C. Long Health Sciences 
Library in 1981.  The Ortons’ personal papers arrived in 1989.  
 
PROCESSING NOTE: Prior to the Orton Papers’ arrival at Columbia University in 1989, 
Dr. Dianne Mitchell examined the collection. Mitchell was June Orton’s student and the 
compiler of June Lyday and Samuel T. Orton: Pioneers in the Diagnosis and Treatment 
of Dyslexia. Her annotations (such as “O.K.,” “open,” “closed,” or “historical”) are found 
on many documents in the collection, usually in the upper right-hand corner. In 1996, 
archives volunteer Betty Moore rehoused the collection, which included some shifting of 
content. In 1997, archivist Bob Vietrogoski began preliminary processing of the 
collection, particularly the correspondence series, but halted work that same year. In July 
2001, Vietrogoski began to reprocess the entire collection and produce a finding aid. 
During processing, approximately one cubic foot of duplicate material was removed. This 
work was completed in May 2002.    
 
Digital preservation copies were created by George Blood, Inc. in 2020 for eight of the 
nine films. One reel of film, originally labeled “Farm #4 Late summer, Fairfields, Steam 
shovel pool, Fairfields cabin,” was too fragile to be digitized. 

Finding aid revised by Stephen Novak, 2021. 

RELATED COLLECTIONS : Archives and Special Collections also holds the Orton Case 
Files, a collection consisting of the professional files of over 3200 cases seen by Samuel 
and June Orton between 1925 and 1977. The Special Collections Department of 
Columbia University’s Teachers College holds numerous resources relating to special 
education and reading instruction. 
 
SUBJECTS : 
 
Bender, Lauretta, 1897-1987. 
De Hirsch, Katrina. 
Dozier, Paul. 
Gillingham, Anna, 1878-1964. 
Gow, David. 
Gow, Peter, b.1886. 
King, Diana. 
Monroe, Marion, 1898- 
Orton, Edward, 1863-1932. 
Orton, June Lyday. 
Orton, Samuel Torrey, 1879-1948. 
Rawson, Margaret B. 
Saunders, Roger E. 
Slingerland, Beth H. 
Taft, William Howard, Pres., U.S., 1857-1930. 

https://clio.columbia.edu/catalog/6232385
https://clio.columbia.edu/catalog/6232385
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Thompson, Lloyd J. 
Travis, Lee Edward, b.1896. 
International Dyslexia Association. 
Neurological Institute of New York. 
Orton Society. 
Orton Dyslexia Society. 
University of Iowa. College of Medicine. 
Dyslexia. 
Dyslexia – Case Studies. 
Dyslexia – Diagnosis. 
Dyslexia – Treatment. 
Dyslexia – United States. 
Dyslexic children – United States. 
Learning disabilities – Treatment. 
Medical Records. 
Reading disability. 
Reading – Phonic method. 
 
Collection processed and finding aid prepared by Bob Vietrogoski, May 2002
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SAMUEL TORREY ORTON, 1879-1948, and JUNE LYDAY ORTON, 1898-1977 
Papers, 1901-1977 
 
BOX AND FOLDER LISTING 
 
Box Folder Contents 
 
SERIES I: FAMILY AND PERSONAL PAPERS 
 
1 1  Caldwell, Louise, 1927, 1934, 1950 

2  Lyday, J. H., 1937 
3-5  Orton, Althea, 1929-39, 1950, 1954 

Orton, Edward Jr. 
 6   Correspondence, 1925-31 
 7   Estate, 1932 
 8   Obituaries, 1932 

9 Orton, Edward Sr., biography and memorials, 1934-39, 1956, 1969 
Orton, June Lyday 

10   Academic Records, 1917, 1920-28, 1949-50, 1959-62 
11   Address lists, 1951 
12   Biographical materials, 1950, n.d. 
13   Clippings, ca. 1923 
14  Orton, Molly, 1927 

Orton, Samuel T.  
    Academic records 

15    Ohio State University, thesis, ca. 1901 
16    University of Pennsylvania Medical School, 1902,  

1915, 1945, n.d. 
 17   Address lists, n.d. 
 18-19   Biographical materials, 1927, 1930, 1945, 1948, 1969,  

1974, n.d. 
 OV   Certificates, 1942, n.d. 
 20   Clippings, 1929, n.d. 
 21   Correspondence with June Lyday Orton, 1937 
 22   Diary, trip to England, 1925 
 23   Genealogical notes, n.d. 
 24   Marriage license, 1908 
 25   Medical records, 1916, 1937 
 26   Miscellaneous, 1913-14, 1919, n.d. 
 27   Morphine use, 1927, 1938 
 
2 1  Orton, Samuel T. Jr., 1927 

2  Orton, Sarah, 1927 
3  Orton relatives, miscellaneous, 1922-34, 1971 
4  Taft, Charles F., 1933-34, 1940, 1942 
5  Taft, Henry W., 1943 
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 6  Taft, Horace D., 1923-39, n.d. 
 7  Taft, Robert A., 1946, 1948 

8  Taft, William Howard, 1919-25 
9  Torrey, Delia C., estate, 1919-26 
10  Watts, Mary, 1934, 1938 

 
SERIES II: CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Individuals 
 

11   Alzheimer, Alois, 1913 
12   American Association of Psychiatric Social Workers,  

1929, n.d. 
 13   Ariens Kappers, C. U., 1925-28 

14-16   Bender, Lauretta, 1923-37, 1953-68 
17   Berens, Conrad, 1937-46 
18-19   Bigelow, John, 1952, 1959-68, 1974-76 
20   Brill, A. A., 1929 
21   Brown, Jane, 1966-75, n.d. 
22   Cannon, Walter B., 1941 
23-25   Childs, Sally, 1954-75, n.d. 
26   Cobb, Stanley, 1927-32, 1942 
27   Coe, Beatrice, 1973-74 
28-29   Cole, Edwin, 1937, 1944-71 
 

3 1   Columbus School for Girls (see also Grace McClure),  
1949-50 

2   Committee on Graduate Course in Psychiatry, 1920-21 
3   Commonwealth Fund, 1927 
4   Copp, Owen, 1913, 1920-22 
5   Cox, Aylette, 1964, 1972, 1974 
6   Craig, Lillian, 1951, 1959-67 
7   Creutzfeldt, H.G., 1923 
8   Dandy, Walter, 1936 
9   Danenhower, Harold, 1969 
10-12   De Hirsch, Katrina, 1943, 1950-64, n.d. 
13   Donohue, Ellen, 1932, 1949-60, n.d. 
14-15   Dorsey, John, 1927, 1950-52, 1959-66, 1975-77  
16-18   Dozier, Paul, 1931-42, 1952-53 

 19   Durbrow, Helene, 1954-69 
20   Eli Lilly & Co., 1923-24 
21   Fisher, Dorothy Canfield, 1942 
22   Flexner, Simon, 1925-28 
23   Fowler, Edmund, 1942-43 
24   Fulton, John F., 1933-34 
25   Gallagher, J. Roswell, 1944, 1950-67 
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26   Gettys, Briggs, 1936-39, 1966-71 
27   Gillingham, Anna, 1952-60, n.d. 
28   Gow School / Gow, Peter and David, 1929-51, 1958-76 
 

4 1   Grosvenor, Gilbert, 1919 
2   Hagin, Rosa, 1960-64 
3   Hall, G. Stanley, 1912-13 
4   Hall, John and Robert, 1964-75 
5-6   Harris, Ruth, 1968-75, n.d. 
7   Heldt, Thomas, 1935 
8   Hoch, August, 1916 
9   Hooker, D. R., 1918-22 
10   Humphreys, Edward, 1933-35 
11   Hunt, J. Ramsey, 1928-31 
12   Hurley, Mildred, 1931-34 
13   Huston, Paul, 1970-74 
14   Ingham, Samuel, 1936-43 
15   Ingvar, Sven, 1919-23, 1936 
16   Ivey, Sara, 1952-60 
17   Kaiser, John B., 1929-32 
18   Kaliski, Lotte, 1960-74 
19   Karnes, Lucia, 1952, 1960-76, n.d. 
20   Keller, Helen, 1931-33 
21   Ketchum, E. Gillet, 1942-45, 1958 
22   King, Diana, 1955-72, n.d. 
23   Kinoy, Alex, 1955-60 
24   Kraepelin, Emil, 1916 
25   Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial, 1925 
26   Leeson, Lorraine, 1929-30 

Lewis, Paul, correspondence 
 27    Orton, 1921-27, n.d. 
 28    Others, 1919-23 
 29    Death of, 1929-30 

30   Litchfield, H.R., 1940 
31   Mallory, F.B., 1919-25 
32   Mary Reynolds Babcock Foundation, 1971 
33   Masland, Molly, 1959-64, 1973 
 

5 1-2   McClure, Grace, 1928-36, 1944, 1955 
3   McGraw, Myrtle B., 1935 
4   McGraw, Robert B., 1929-34, 1953 
5   Merriman, M. Heminway, 1929-41, 1960-61 
6   Meyer, Adolf, 1919-20, 1927-31 
7   Mills, Alice, 1932-33 
8   Mills, Charles K., 1916 
9   Mirick, Edith, 1936-39 
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10   Mock, Esther, 1974-75 
11   Money, John, 1964-66 
12-13   Monroe, Marion, 1927-29, 1958 
14   Moore, Fred, 1927-31 
15   Newcomer, H.S., 1920-21 
16   Nutting, C. C., 1924-25 
17   Ordway, Thomas, 1929-30, 1936-37 
18   Osler, William, 1913 
19   Penfield, Wilder, 1925-35, 1941-42 
20   Rademacher, Everett S., 1927-34, 1949 
21-24   Rawson, Margaret, 1954-75, n.d. 
25   Riley, Henry Alsop, 1928-38 
26   Robinson, Mary Helen, 1941-42, 1954, 1965-67 
27   Rogers, Herbert W., 1928-30, n.d. 
 

6 1   Rome, Paula Dozier, 1960-70 
2   Rowan County Mental Health Clinic, 1964-67 
3   Roth, Margie, 1971-76, n.d. 
4   Salmon Committee on Psychiatry and Mental Hygiene,  

1935-45 
5   Salmon, Thomas, 1920-21 

 6-8   Saunders, Roger E., 1953-76 
9   Schenk, David, 1955-64, 1971 
10   Seth, George, 1934-35 

 11   Sexton, Harlin and Ora, 1937, 1949-66  
12   Sharp, Page and Laura, 1944-52, 1960, 1973-76 
13-14   Slingerland, Beth, 1960-68, 1976, n.d. 
15   Smith, Alan P., 1929-31 
16   Smith, G. Elliott, 1933 
17   Soroptimist Club, 1955-57 
18   Southerd, E. E., 1909-19 
19   Spencer Lens Company, 1937-42 
20   Stanley, Reginald, 1939-41 
21   Strecker, Edward, 1920, 1942-43, 1950 
22-23   Taft, A. E., 1921, 1931-39 
24   Taylor, Harris, 1931-34 
 

7 1-4   Thompson, Lloyd J., 1928, 1937, 1950, 1956, 1963-72 
5   Tilney, Frederick, 1927-36 
6   Tomkins, Calvin, 1962, 1964 
7-8   Travis, Lee Edward, 1927-31, 1937-38 
9   W. W. Norton, 1945 
10   Walborn, Rebecca, 1940 
11   Warner, Emma, 1929 
12   Watson, Goodwin, 1930, 1933 
13   Wells, F. L. 1929, 1935 
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14   Williams, Frankwood, 1922-27 
15   Williams, Guy H., 1930-32 
16   Williams, Harold, 1930-33 
17   Wolbach, S. Burt, 1927-38 
18-20   Wright, David G., 1940-43, 1966, n.d. 

 
General 

 
21-24   1907-20 
 

8 1-18   1921-34 
 
9 1-20   1935-48 
 
10 1-19   1949-62 
 
11 1-17   1963-74 
 
12 1-4   1975-77 
 5   Undated 
 
SERIES III: ORGANIZATIONAL RECORDS 
 

Orton, Samuel Torrey 
 6   Anaconda, Montana, county health officer, 1909-11 

7   Harvard College, 1912-13 
8   Worcester State Hospital, 1912-13 
9   Institute of the Pennsylvania Hospital, pathology report,  

1917 
National Research Council 

10-11    Correspondence, 1918 
12-13    Statistical reports, 1918 

State University of Iowa College of Medicine /  
Psychopathic Hospital 

    Committees 
14     Building, 1920-25, n.d. 
15     Scholarship, 1924, n.d. 
    Correspondence 
16-18     Dean, L. W., 1919-26, n.d. 

 
13 1-2     Jessup, W. A., 1919-28 

3     Seashore, C. E., 1922-27 
4-6     General, 1920-27 
7-8     Job seeking, 1927 
    Faculty controversy 
9, OV     Clippings, 1927 
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10     General, 1927 
11     Notes, 1927 

 Financial records 
12     Budgets, 1922-27 
13     General, 1922-27, n.d. 
14    Legislative records, 1919, 1921, 1927, n.d. 

 15    Miscellaneous materials, ca. 1920-27 
    Mobile Clinic 
     Correspondence 
16      Lyday, June F., 1923-26 
17-19      Rockefeller Foundation, 1925-27 

 
14 1      General, 1925-27 

2     Diagnostic and Testing Materials, 1925-27 
3     Financial records, 1925-27 
4     Notes, ca. 1925-27 
5     Printed matter, 1926 

      Pupil records 
 6      M. P., 1925 

7-9      General, 1925-27 
10-13     Reports, 1925-28 
14-15    Reports, ca. 1921-27 
16    Semicentennial, 1970 
17   Association for Research in Nervous and Mental Disease,  

1929-32 
18-22   Neurological Institute of New York, 1929-36, n.d.  

 
Institute of the Pennsylvania Hospital 

15 1    Administrative records, 1943-44, n.d. 
    Correspondence 
2     Bond, Earl, 1942-43 
3     Gregg, Alan, 1942-43 
4     Smith, Lauren, 1943, n.d. 
 

Orton, June Lyday 
5-10   Orton Society, 1949-75, n.d. 

Graylyn Language Clinic / Bowman-Gray  
     School of Medicine 

11-15    Administrative records, 1950-57, n.d.  
16    Clippings, 1950-62, n.d. 
17    Diagnostic and instructional materials, ca. 1950-57 
18    Notes, miscellaneous, ca. 1950-57 
    Pupil records 
     Composition books 

 19      L. C., 1952-53 
 20      J. G., 1956-57 
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 21      L. M., 1956 
 
16 1-4     Individuals, 1950-57, n.d. 

Orton Reading Center of Winston-Salem 
5-8    Administrative records, 1957-72, n.d.  
9    Cash book, 1957-62 
10-11    Clippings, 1958-69, n.d. 
12-14    Day books, 1957-70 
15    Diagnostic and instructional materials, ca. 1957-72 
16    Gift of Center to Salem College, 1971-72 

    
Pupil records 

     Composition books 
17 1      N. C., 1958 
 2      T. D., 1960 
 3      E. G., 1959-60 
 4      M. G., 1957-58 
 5      D. H., 1958 
 6      A. J., 1960 
 7      P. L., 1959 
 8      S. M., 1959 
 9      D. M., 1958 
 10      M. P., 1960 
 11      D. P., 1957-58 
 12-14      V. W., 1960-62 
 
18 1      D. W., 1958 

2-5     Individuals, 1958-72 
6-7     Record books, North Carolina schools,  

1958-72 
 
19 1-10   Penland, administrative records and correspondence,  

1966-69 
Workshops 

    Dwight School, Englewood, N.J. 
 11     Administrative records, 1943 

12     Correspondence, 1943-44 
13     Lectures, 1943 
14    Columbus School for Girls, Columbus, OH., 1950 
15    Salem College, Winston-Salem, N.C., 1961 
16    Cocoa Beach Women’s Club, Central Brevard, FL.,  

1967 
17    Greensboro College, Greensboro, N.C., 1967-69 

Seattle Public Schools, Seattle, WA. 
18     Administrative records, 1970 
19     Correspondence, 1970-71  



 16 

20     Notes, 1970 
 
SERIES IV: WRITINGS AND SPEECHES 
 

Orton, Samuel Torrey 
    Writings 
20 1    Bibliographies, 1936, 1942, 1955, n.d. 
 2-5    Manuscripts, 1915, 1929, 1932, 1943, 1946 
     Reprints 

6-15     1907-31 
 
21 1-4     1932-46, 1966 
 5-9    Unpublished papers, ca. 1910-45, n.d. 
 
22 1-10    Speeches, 1921-46, n.d. 
 

Orton, June Lyday 
23 1-4   Writings, 1924-28, 1945, 1964, n.d. 
 5-6   Speeches, 1956-58, 1966-75, n.d. 
 

Others 
    Books 
 7    Durbrow, Helene, Learning to Write, 1968 
 8-9    Gillingham, Anna, Remedial Training, 1946, 1955 
 
24 1    Ives, M.I., Illustrated Phonics, 1922 
 2    Money, John, ed., Reading Disability, 1962 
 3    Rawson, Margaret, Developmental Language  

Disability, 1968 
 4    Thompson, Lloyd J., Reading Disability, 1966 
    Reprints 
 5    A-D, 1911, 1928-40, n.d. 
 6    J-S, 1933, 1937, n.d. 

7    T-V, 1925-29 
   
SERIES V: SUBJECT FILES 
     
25 1   Color, 1912-13, n.d. 
 2-4   Dyslexia (Strephosymbolia), ca. 1920s 
 5-6   Medical literature notes, abstracts, and bibliographies, n.d. 
 7   Mental hygiene, undated 

8-10   Miscellaneous unidentified materials, undated 
11   Neurology, notes and lectures, ca. 1920s 
12   Notebook of June Lyday Orton, ca. 1960s 

 
26 1-7   Notebook of Samuel Torrey Orton, 1937-39 
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   Pathology, notes, ca. 1910-30  
 8-12    Folders 1-5 
 
27 1-2    Folders 6-7 
 3-4   Phonics materials, 1938-45, n.d. 
 5   Printed matter, miscellaneous, ca. 1912-60 
 6   Schools, miscellaneous, 1936-40, 1948, 1952 
 7   Testing and diagnostic materials, 1934-38, n.d.  
 8-9   Testing notebook, n.d. 
 
SERIES VI: ILLUSTRATIONS 
 
28 1-2, OV  Brain, n.d. 
    Dyslexia 
 3    Examples, 1929-36, n.d. 
 4    General, 1930-32, n.d. 
 5    Test Scores, 1930-36 
 6   Hearing, 1933, 1936, n.d. 
 7, OV   Lefthandedness, undated 
    Pathology 
 8-9    1920s 
 10-11    Undated 
 
SERIES VII: PUPIL RECORDS 
 

Individuals 
29 1    D. B., 1939-41 

2    K. B., 1930-36 
3    W. B., 1932 
4    W. C., 1931 
5    J. C., 1929-30 
6    F. F., 1938 
7    H. G., 1938-39 
8    J. G., 1937-40 
9    P. G., 1943 
10    E. L., 1936 
11    W. S., 1934 
12    C. W., 1936-42 
13    J. W., 1934-46 
14    J. W., 1929-32 
    General 

 15     1920s-40s 
16     1973-77 
17     Undated 

    Groups 
 18    Beaver Country Day School, Chestnut Hill, MA.,  
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1928-29 
 19    Mount Berry Schools, 1950 
 20-21    Salem Academy, Winston-Salem, N.C., 1955,  

1960-62 
 22    Salem College, Winston-Salem, N.C., 1954-55 
 23, OV  Unidentified, 1912, n.d. 
 
SERIES VIII: PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

Orton, June Lyday 
 24    Smith School of Social Work, 1919-20 

25    General, 1952-57, 1968 
26   Orton, Samuel Torrey, undated 
27   Orton relatives, 1938, 1963, n.d. 
28   Others, 1942, n.d. 
29   Unidentified, undated 

 
SERIES IX: INDEX CARD FILES 
 
30-31   Pupil records, A-Z, ca. 1928-48 
 
32   Pupil records, stutterers and miscellaneous, ca. 1928-48  
 
33-35  Subject files, medical literature notes, abstracts, and  

bibliographies, ca. 1900-28 
 
SERIES X: FILMS 
 
36   “Farm #1 1930, Building the Shack” [digital file OR05] 

“Farm #2 Winter to Midsummer 1931”[digital file OR02] 
“Farm #3 1931 – Winter, Spring, Early Summer 1932, 1931 to July  

1, 1932, Lords, Spragues, Fairfields” [digital file  
OR03] 

“Farm #4 Late summer, Fairfields, Steam shovel pool, Fairfields  
cabin” [not digitized] 

“#1 “July 16, 1928” [digital file OR01] 
“#2 “Summer Adirond.” [digital file OR06] 
“#3 “Rainbow Lake 1928. Sammy & Sally chiefly. Swimming and  

playing tennis with glimpses of STO, JLO, and MFO. Mt.  
Regis and Au Sable” [digital file OR07] 

“#4” (Unlabeled) [digital file OR08] 
   “Special Aug. 1948 – STO, L[?], Woodstock, Whimsy” (color)  

[digital file OR09] 
Sept. 9, 1948 (empty) 
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SERIES XI: OVERSIZE 
 
OV MC2-15  Personal Papers, certificates, 1942, n.d. 
  Organizational Records, State University of Iowa College 

  of Medicine, Faculty controversy, clippings, 1927 
Illustrations, brain, undated 
Illustrations, lefthandedness, undated 
Pupil Records, Groups, unidentified, ca.1927-30, n.d. 

 
 

Synopses of Films from the Samuel T. and June Lyday Orton Papers 

The titles in quotations come from the film listing in the finding aid 

Digital file name: OR01  

Title: “#1 July 16, 1928”  

Time: 15:20 

Wedding of STO and JLO, July 16, 1928 [North Congregational Church, Detroit, MI] 

Hotel? on water 

“Buffalo Boat” 

Steamboats on large body of water  

Boat named “Put-in-Bay” 

Niagara Falls 

Aboard boat approaching the Falls 

Watkins Glen, NY 

Camping – car with Michigan plates 

Raquette Lake [Adirondack Mts., NY] 

Rainbow Lake [Adirondack Mts., NY] 

Ticonderoga, NY  

Frame: “Saratoga Springs” 

Horse racing 

Frame: “Lake George” 

Frame: “Waters Homestead, Millbury” [MA] 

Frame: “Torrey Homestead, Millbury” [MA] 



 20 

Frame: “Taft School Watertown [CT] 

Frame: “50 Morningside Drive, NYC”  

STO entering apartment building 
 

Digital file name: OR02  

Title: “Farm #2 – Winter to Midsummer 1931” 

Time: 17:08 

Cabin under construction 

Snow on ground 

2 women sawing wood 

Scene at railroad station [Possibly Poughkeepsie, NY?] 

Scene in a small downtown area [Possibly Wappingers Falls, NY?] 

STO building hut – snow on ground 

STO with camera 

STO burning brush [Spring? Fall?] 

Building frame of cabin 

Clearing brush with younger man [son?] 

Cabin completed – summer landscape 

Young boy, 12-13 years old [grandson?] 
 

Digital file name: OR03  

Title: “Farm #3 1931 – Winter, Spring, Early Summer 1932.  1931 to July 1, 1932, 
Lords, Spragues, Fairfields”   

Time: 16:37 

STO – cabin in woods, summer 

STO – pouring cement – wheelbarrow 

STO – doing various chores 

Signpost, “Whimsy” 

STO’s children, STO, Jr. & Sarah? 
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Blimp seen overhead 

STO with shorter man roughly his age 

Snow scenes 

Summer 

JLO? – at water pump 

STO, Jr.? with wheelbarrow 

People at picnic lunch while STO trims branches from nearby tree 

People getting into car 

STO with lawn mower 

Guests with hammock 
 

Digital file name: OR05 

“Farm #1 1930, Building the Shack”  

Time: 16:10 

Frame: “Ketchamtown Road and Fishkill Mountains” 

Frame: “Entering the Farm” [in a car] 

STO with sickle 

Sarah Orton? 

STO cutting tree limbs 

STO at tent 

STO raising US flag 

Railroad station with train arriving 

Young man [STO, Jr.?] hops into car, drives into woods with STO at wheel 

STO, Jr. and Sarah O.? 

Building foundation for cabin 

Raising cabin frame 

Planing lumber 

Scene showing pot-bellied stove within the cabin 

Final scenes: Fall landscape followed by scenes of bare trees 



 22 

Digital file name: OR06 

Title: #2 “Summer Adirond.”  

Time: 13:35 

Little boy with woman 

Little girl with woman 

Several children both toddlers and older with adults 

Frame: “Adirondacks, Summer 1928” 

Frame: “Camp Boulder Point” [there was a girls’ summer camp by this name located on 
Limekiln Lake near Inlet, NY. See: 
https://adirondack.pastperfectonline.com/archive/50D9774D-ABEE-41F9-A17C-
679035398172] 

Girls and young women swimming in lake  

What looks like girls’ summer camp  

STO [and JLO?] walking with adolescent girl [daughter Sarah?] in camp 

Car driving with mountains in background 

Frame: “Rainbow Lake – Clark Wardner Camps” [Note: the Clark-Wardner Camps were 
located on Rainbow Lake north of Saranac Lake, NY, and operated by Charles and Mary 
Wardner from circa 1900 to the 1950s: https://localwiki.org/hsl/Clark-Wardner_camps] 

Group of older people in motorboat on lake 

STO with adolescent girl [daughter Sarah?] 

STO, with [JLO, STO, Jr., Sarah?] in campground 

Long scene of canoeing on lake 
 

Digital file name: OR07 

Title: #3 “Rainbow Lake 1928. Sammy & Sally chiefly. Swimming and playing 
tennis with glimpses of STO, JLO, and MFO. Mt. Regis and Au Sable”  

Time: circa 15:00 

Canoeing on lake 

Long scene of Ortons playing tennis 

Frame: “Mt. Regis” [about 10:19] 

View from top of mountain; view of fire tower 

https://adirondack.pastperfectonline.com/archive/50D9774D-ABEE-41F9-A17C-679035398172
https://adirondack.pastperfectonline.com/archive/50D9774D-ABEE-41F9-A17C-679035398172
https://localwiki.org/hsl/Clark-Wardner_camps
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Frame: “Au Sable Chasm” [about 13:57] 
 

Digital file name: OR05 

“#4” (Unlabeled) 

Time: circa 9:00 

Detroit Yacht club [compare main building in film with image from Detroit Public 
Library: 
https://digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.org/islandora/object/islandora%3A140585] 

Woman descending stairs at yacht club – perhaps JLO 

Regatta? Many boats of all types on the water 

Country club scene – woman golfing – perhaps JLO 

Airport – “Stout Airlines” on plane – Views from plane 

Older women in rocking chair on terrace overlook 

Ivy-covered house 

[This is probably the rest of the honeymoon trip in summer 1928 that begins with film 
OR01] 
 

Digital file name: OR09  

Title: “STO August 1948 L[illegible], Woodstock, Hwimsy” 

Time: circa 4:00 

In color – faded  

STO with little boy and girl 

Mother with infant 

Father with infant 

Woman (mother?) walking dog with older woman 

Older woman in flowery hat with younger woman 

STO (?) sitting by pool 

Excavation? – STO with workmen 

https://digitalcollections.detroitpubliclibrary.org/islandora/object/islandora%3A140585
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