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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE: M.M. Goodrich is a relative of a person with a serious mental 
illness (brain disorder). As a Quaker involved in issues of social justice, Goodrich 
devoted her early retirement years to advocacy on behalf of her family member and 
others similarly afflicted, especially those in the criminal justice system. In the early 
1980s, she joined the Alliance for the Mentally Ill (AMI), later known as the National 
Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI), and became an expert on forensics, the relation of 
mental illness to law, and on the treatment of the mentally ill in prisons.  
 
Goodrich was founder and chair of NAMI’s Forensic Network (1982-1986), and was also 
founder and co-chair (1982-1999) of the Forensic Committee of its New York chapter. In 
these roles, she worked on behalf of the imprisoned mentally ill and their families by 
writing articles; lobbying state legislators and mental health professionals; conducting 
workshops; giving presentations; and testifying before state and federal commissions. 
 
Goodrich was educated at Mount Holyoke College and Columbia University and worked 
as a teacher and a librarian in New York City, California, and upstate New York.  As of 
the writing of this finding aid, she had largely retired from activism but still retained a 
keen interest in the subject. 
 
ORGANIZATION: Organized in four series: I. Subject/Correspondence Files; II. 
Presentations by Goodrich; III. Forensic Work/Forensic Committee; IV. 
Periodicals/Printed Material. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT: Correspondence, minutes, reports, conference materials, 
newspaper and magazine clippings, periodicals, newsletters, pamphlets, brochures, and 
other ephemeral printed matter documenting Goodrich’s career as an advocate for the 
mentally ill in the criminal justice system.  While the main geographic focus of her 
advocacy was on New York State, Goodrich’s papers also illustrate national concerns 
relating to this topic in the last quarter of the 20th century. 
 
The bulk of the papers concerns her work in forensics, the relation of mental illness to 
law, and her advocacy on behalf of the imprisoned mentally ill.  Goodrich largely 
accomplished this as a member of the Alliance for the Mentally Ill (AMI), which later 
became the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill and, in the early 21st century, the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI).  Included are minutes, agenda, 
correspondence, position papers, and brochures created by the Forensic Committee of 
NAMI New York State – originally known as HELP-MI (Help Exists for Loved Ones in 
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Prison Who are Mentally Ill) – as well as background information such as newspaper and 
magazine articles, and government reports. 
 
Goodrich also created extensive subject files which can be found in Series I. These 
include not only newspaper and magazine articles, reports, and ephemera, but may also 
hold correspondence with other NAMI members, members of other advocacy and 
research groups, and with state government mental health professionals.  There are also 
records of mental health conferences, largely in New York, and material documenting 
other mental health organizations. 
 
In addition, there are a few of Goodrich’s presentations and runs of several periodicals 
(with gaps), mostly NAMI publications. 
 
LANGUAGE: English. 
 
ACCESS: Researchers desiring to use the Goodrich papers must make written application 
to the Head, Archives & Special Collections, Columbia University Health Sciences 
Library, indicating the nature of their project and the proposed final product. 
 
Researchers must complete an application guaranteeing that they will not divulge names 
or personally identifiable information of the mentally ill or their families (apart from that 
which appears in previously published material) in their notes or published findings. 
 
PROVENANCE: Gift of M. M. Goodrich, 2006 (accession no. 2006.06.21). 
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Goodrich, M. M.  
Papers, 1975-2006 
 
Box  Fo. Contents 
 
SERIES I: SUBJECT/CORRESPONDENCE FILES 
 
1 1 Ad Hoc Mental Health Task Force on Criminal Justice, Alliance for the  
   Mentally Ill, New York State (AMI NYS): Minutes, background  
   material, 1995-1997 
 2 Albany County Forensic Task Force: Conference, March 30, 2004 
 3 Alliance for the Mentally Ill, New York State (AMI NYS): Position  
     papers, leaders, policies, budgets, 1990s 
 4 AMI NYS Annual Winter Conference, Feb. 6, 1990 
 5 AMI NYS Education Conference, Nov. 1992  
 6 American Psychiatric Association: Goodrich’s association with, 1983- 
   1986 
 7 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 1989-1999 
 8 Bibliographies & book reviews on mental illness, 1985-2002 
 9 Brain studies: Articles on, c.1979-2003 
 10 Case management, 1987-1989 
 11 Commitment laws & issues, including “Right to Treatment,” 1984-1999 
 12 Community-based care, c.1985-1998 
 13 Confidentiality, 1984-1988 
  Correctional Association of New York 
 14  Public Policy Group, 1990-1991 
 
2 1  Public Policy Group: Draft report, 1990 
 2 Crisis intervention, c.1980-1991 
 3 Curriculum training/Educating professionals, 1982-2002  
 4 Ex-Patients (community clients), 1983, 1989, 1995 
 5 “Family Support in the Forensic Mental Health Setting” Conference,  
   Central NY Psychiatric Center, May 17, 1989  
 6 Families of Mentally Ill, 1975-1990 
 7 Families of Mentally Ill, 1991-1998 
 8 Forensic, Basic, 1983-1997 
 9 Forensic brochures: Evolution of, 1990s 
 10 Forensic issues, 1983-2003 
 11 Forensic questionnaire: returns of survey sent to NAMI NYS members  
   asking for information on mentally-ill family members in New  
   York State prison system, 1987, 1989 
 
3 1 Forensic services, New York State Office of Mental Health (OMH),  
   1985-1989 
 2 Genetics, 1986-1998 
 3 Guilty but Mentally Ill, 1982-1989, 1997 
 4 Guilty but Mentally Ill: New York State, 1982-2002 
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 5 Help Exists for Loved Ones in Prison Who are Mentally Ill (HELP-MI): 
   National founding, 1984-1988 
 6 HELP-MI: Work with states, 1985-1986 
 7 HELP-MI: Work with Jan Harding & others, 1986-1988 
 8 Homeless/Missing, 1985-1992 
 9 Housing, 1986-2002 
 10 Insanity acquitees, 1991 & undated 
 11 Insanity defense, 1979-1997  
 12 Insanity defense, 1983-c.1993 
 
4 1 Insanity defense: Material from Jacques Quen, 1988 
 2 Insurance parity for mental illness, 1996-1997 
 3 Legal resources: Mental illness, criminal justice, 1985-1997 
 4 Media (Print): Newspaper & magazine articles on mental illness,  
   1982-2000 
 5 Media: Articles & letters by Goodrich, 1982-2003  
 6 Media: General, 1980s-1990s 
 7 Mental Illness: Articles, 1981-2003 
 8 Mental Illness: Facts and terms, 1986-2003 
   9 Mentally ill in the criminal justice system, 1984-2006  
 10 Name changes: Neurobiological, etc., 1981-1995  
  National Alliance for the Mentally Ill (NAMI)  
 11  Award to Goodrich, 1988 
 12  Conference, Boulder, CO, 1988 
 13  Conference, Cincinnati, 1989 
 14  Forensic Network, 1983-1996 
 
5 1-2  Official History, 1979-1989 
 3  Legislative, 2003 
 4  Resources, c.1980s-2003 
 5 NAMI New York: Education conferences, 2001-2002, 2004 
 6 National Alliance for Research on Schizophrenia & Depression  
   (NARSAD): Correspondence & printed material, 1990-2004 
 7 National Gains Center Conference, 2006 
  Office of Mental Health, New York State  
 8  General information & early correspondence, 1981-1989 
 9  Forensic/Legal Conference, Feb. 1994 
 10  Forensic Services, 1983-2002 
  Parole  
 11  National project, 1988-2000 
 
6 1  New York State, 1986-2003 
 2   New York State, 1992-1994 
 3  Aborted parole project, 1984-1986 



Box  Fo. Contents 
 
 4 Patient education/Other patient issues, 1979-1999 
 5 Position papers, NAMI NYS, 1985, 1995 
 6 Programs: Treatment, compeer, etc., 1986-1987 
 7 Protection & advocacy, 1982-1988 
 8 Psychiatric rehabilitation, 1984-2001 
 9 Psychiatric Security Review Board (“Oregon Plan”), 1981-1992 
 
7 1 Public relations/Public awareness and education, 1984-1990 
 2 Research, NAMI & National Institute of Mental Health, 1986-2002 
 3 Right to Treatment, c.1984 
  Schizophrenia  
 4  1975-1989 
 5  1990-2004 
 6  Personal testimony & narratives, 1977-1999 
  Stigma 
 7  c.1980-1994 
 8  1995-2003 
 9  National Stigma Clearinghouse, 1990-2002 
 10 Szasz, Thomas: Articles by and about, 1989-1994 
 11 Transcripts of television shows on mental health issues, 1986-1991 
 12 Torrey, E. Fuller: Articles by & about, 1977-2003; correspondence,  
   1985-1986 
 
8 1 Treatment Advocacy Center, 1999-2001 
 2 Violence and Mental Illness, 1982-1989 
 3 Violence and Mental Illness, 1990-1998 
 
SERIES II: PRESENTATIONS BY GOODRICH 
 
 4 “Schizophrenia as a Bio-Chemical Illness,” Spring 1983 
 5 Presentation to NYS Office of Mental Health Unit Chiefs,  
   December 15, 1987  
 6 Presentations, 1988-89 
 7 Testimony: Center for Mental Health Services, Dec. 1993 
 
SERIES III: FORENSIC COMMITTEE/OTHER FORENSIC WORK 
 
  Forensic Work (originally HELP-MI)  
 8  1985-1988 
 9  1989 
 10  1990  
 
9 1  1991 
 2  1993 
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 3  Handouts, position papers, etc., 1980s  
  Forensic Committee, AMI NY 
 4  1994 
 5  1995 
 6  1996 
 7  1997 
  Forensic Committee, NAMI NYS 
 8  1998 
 9  1999 
 10  Committee History, 1999 
 11  Colleague #2, 1983-1994 
 12  Colleague #3, 1987-1994 
  Forensic Task Force, New York State Office of Mental Health 
 13  1989 
 14  Jan.-Feb., 1990 
 15  April-May, 1990 
 
10 1  1990 
 2  1990: includes executive summary, May 1990 
 3  1990-1991: includes executive summary, Nov. 1990 
 4  Spring 1991 
 5  Background material, 1988-1989 
 6  Follow-ups, 1993: includes final report, 1991 
 
SERIES IV: PERIODICALS/PRINTED MATERIAL 
 
 7 AMI-FAMI Reporter, 1994-95 
 8 Care of the Seriously Mentally Ill: A Rating of State Programs,  
   1988, 1990  
 9 The Catalyst, 2000-2004: newsletter of the Treatment Advocacy Center  
   (selected issues) 
 
11 1 Decade of the Brain, NAMI newsletter, 1990-1998 (selected issues) 
 2 Forensic mental health: Reports & articles, 1983-2000 
 3 Justicia, Judicial Process Commission, Inc. newsletter, 1985-2003  
   (selected issues) 
 4 Mental illness: Pamphlets, brochures, handouts, c.1980s-1990s 
 
12 1 NAMI Advocate, 1999-2004 (selected issues) 
 2 NAMI Forensic Monitor (originally HELP-MI Monitor), 1987-1993  
   (selected issues) 
 3 NAMI-NYS News, 1986, 1999-2004 (selected issues) 
 4 New York State Defenders Association: Miscellaneous publications,  
   1984-1985, 1990 


