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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE: Barbara Snell Dohrenwend, psychologist and epidemiologist, was born 
in New York City on March 26, 1927 to Foster D. and Cornelia Tyler Snell.  She received her 
B.A. from Wellesley College in 1947 and her doctorate in psychology from Columbia University 
in 1954.  After holding researcher positions at the University of Michigan, Cornell University, 
and New York University, Dohrenwend became lecturer in psychology at the City College of the 
City University of New York in 1961.  She was named a full professor in 1972.  In 1979, 
Dohrenwend became professor and head of sociomedical sciences at the Columbia University 
School of Public Health, a position she held until her death. 
 
Dohrenwend did important work on interviewer effects in research and on social class and 
mental illness.  She is perhaps best known, however, for ground-breaking research on the link 
between stressful life events and the development of mental illness. She usually collaborated in 
this work with her husband, Bruce P. Dohrenwend.  Together they edited Stressful Life Events: 
Their Nature and Effects (1974) and Stressful Life Events and Their Contexts (1981). 
 
Dohrenwend was a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (1980); 
served as president of the Division of Community Psychology of the American Psychological 
Association (1976-77); was a member of the Task Group on Behavioral Effects of the 
President’s Commission on the Accident at Three Mile Island (1979); and was on the editorial 
board of several professional journals.  She received, along with her husband, the Award for 
Distinguished Contribution to Community Psychology and Community Health from the 
American Psychological Association and the 1981 Rema Lapouse Award for outstanding 
achievement in mental health epidemiology from the American Public Health Association. 
 
Barbara Dohrenwend died June 28, 1982 in New York City, and was survived by her husband.  
The Barbara Snell Dohrenwend Award, given to a student in sociomedical sciences for either a 
distinguished research proposal or a published or publishable article, is named in her honor. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT: The Dohrenwend Papers include correspondence, grant proposals, 
reprints of articles and book chapters, and biographical materials.  The correspondence is entirely 
with professional colleagues in North America and western Europe and is often accompanied by 
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research proposals and drafts of articles on which Dohrenwend was asked to comment.  Though 
it dates back as early as 1965, the bulk of the correspondence is from 1971-1981. 
 
The reprints are not complete but do give a good picture of Dohrenwend’s research interests.  
The biographical materials include curricula vita, obituaries and memorial statements, 
correspondence relating to academic and professional appointments, research notes, drafts of 
articles, and grant proposals.  It appears to have been added to by Bruce Dohrenwend up until the 
time of his donation of the papers to the Health Sciences Library. 
 
ORGANIZATION: Organized in three series: I. Correspondence & Subject Files; II. Biographical 
Materials; III. Reprints. 
 
PROVENANCE: Gift of Bruce Dohrenwend, 2004 (acc. #2004.11.19) 
 
LANGUAGE: English. 
 
ACCESS: The papers are open without restriction. 
 
Subjects: 
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Barbara S. Dohrenwend 
Papers, 1956-2000 (bulk 1971-1982) 

Box Folder 
 
Series I: Correspondence & Subject Files 
 
1 1 Abeles, Ronald, 1977 
 2 Abramson, Lyn Y., 1981 
 3 Aero, Rita, 1979 
 4 Albee, George W., 1977-1978 
 5 Albino, Judith, n.d. 
 6 Al-Issa, Ihsan, 1980 
 7 Andreason, Nancy, n.d. 
 8 Andrews, Margot, 1978 
 9 Antonovsky, Aaron, 1981 
 10 Aponte, Joseph, 1975 
 11 Askenasy, Alexander, 1978 
 12 Averasturi, Lourdes Garcia, 1982 
 13 Banuazizi, Ali, 1978 
 14 Baranowski, Tom, 1971 

15 Bard, Mort, 1978-1979 
 16 Barrett, James, 1978 

17 Bartlett, Glen, 1980 
 18 Bass, Sandra, 1975 
 19 Bastine, Reiner H. E., 1980-1982 
 20 Bell, Roger, 1975-1978 
 21 Bellack, Alan, 1980 
 22 Berglind, Hans, 1978 
 23 Best, J. Allan, 1979 
 24 Bhagat, Rabi S., 1979 
 25 Bickman, Leonard, 1976 
 26 Bird, Caroline, 1979 
 27 Blank, Arthur, 1980-1982 
 28 Block, Jack, 1975 
 29 Bloom, Bernie, 1970-1979 
 30 Bloom, Martin, 1978 
 31 Blumenthal, Dick, 1980 
 32 Bogart, Leo, 1981 
 33 Bose, A. K., 1975 
 34 Borgatta, Edgar F., 1979 



 35 Brand, Stephen, 1976-1978 
 36 Brodsky, Annette, 1980 
 37 Bromet, Evelyn, 1975-1981 
 38 Brown, George, 1979-1981 
 39 Bry, Brenna, 1979-1981 
 40 Burnam, Audrey, 1980 
 41 Burstein, Bonnie, 1977 
 42 Butcher, James, 1981 
 43 Cahn, Jerry, 1978-1981 
 44 Cannell, Charles, 1970 
 45 Case, Robert, 1979 
 
2 1 Catalano, Ralph, 1975-1981 
 2 Chesler, Phyllis, 1973 
 3 Chiriboga, David, 1973 
 4 Christenfeld, Roger, 1973 
 5 Christmas, June, 1979 
 6 Coelho, George, 1968-1980 
 7 Cohen, Larry, 1980 
 8 Cohen, Lucy, 1974 
 9 Coie, John, 1980 
 10 Connolly, Hattie, 1979 
 11 Cooper, Joel, 1965-1968 
 12 Coulton, Claudia, 1979 
 13 Covey, Lirio, 1978 
 14 Cowen, Emory, 1979-1980 
 15 Detre, Thomas, 1978 
 16 Davidson, M. J., 1977 
 17 Dean, Alfred, 1977-1979 
 18 de Figueiredo, John, 1980 
 19 Depue, Richard, 1978-1979 
 20 Derner, Gordon, 1980 
 21 Derogatis, Leonard, 1978 
 22 DeVito, Anthony, 1979 
 23 Dohrenwend, Bruce P., 1974-1982 
 24 Dominoski, Linda, 1979-1980 
 25 Dooley, David, 1977-1981 
 26 Ducker, Dalia, 1978-1981 
 27 Dyal, James, 1978 
 28 Eaton, Bill, 1975 



 29 Edwards, Guy, 1979 
 30 Downey, Jennifer – Newberry Township, 1979 
 31 Dryman, Amy, 1981 
 32 Elliott, Glen, 1979-1981 
 33 Ellison, Katherine, 1974-1981 
 
3 1  Epstein, Seymour, 1979 
 2 Erlenmeyer-Kimling, Nikki, 1980 
 3 Etzioni, Amitai, 1971 
 4 Fairbanks, Dianne, 1979-1980 
 5 Falger, Paul, 1978-1979 
 6 Felton, Barbara, 1980 
 7 Fitcher, Manfred, 1980 
 8 Fleishman, Judy, 1979-1981 
 9 Fongemie, Victor, 1979 
 10 Fontana, Alan, 1978 
 11 Fox, Bernard, 1978-1979 
 12 Frank, Jerome, 1974-1981 
 13 Friedman, Erika, 1981 
 14 Galanter, Marc, 1979 
 15 Gentry, W. Doyle, 1979 
 16 Ghez, Gilbert, 1975-1979 
 17 Gillis, L. S., 1980 
 18 Ginorio, Angela, 1979-1980 
 19 Gipson, Martin, 1981 
 20 Glass, Dave, 1978-1979 
 21 Goldberg, Evelyn, 1974 
 22 Goldberger, Leo, 1980-1983 
 23 Golden, Bob, 1979 
 24 Goodman, DeWitt, 1979 
 25 Goldstein, Lynne, 1977-1978 
 26 Goldstein, Paul, 1975-1981 
 27 Gordis, Leon, 1979 
 28 Gordon, Jackie, 1981 
 29 Gore, Susan, 1979-1980 
 30 Gottlieb, Benjamin, 1976-1980 
 31 Grady, Kathy, 1973-1975 
 32 Graham, Saxon, 1975-1977 
 33 Greenman, Carol, 1979-1980 
 34 Greenspan, Kenneth, 1979 



 35 Greenwald, Judy, 1977-1978 
 36 Gruenberg, Ernie, n.d. 
 37 Harding, Courtenay, 1978-1981 
 38 Hauser, Allen, 1978-1979 
 
4 1 Heller, Ken, 1980 
 2 Heller, Stan, 1979 
 3 Helmrich, Robert, n.d. 
 4 Helzer, John, 1979-1980 
 5 Herbstein, Judith, n.d. 
 6 Hogue, Carol, 1975-1978 
 7 Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1980 
 8 Horowitz, Mardi, 1978 
 9 Hough, Richard, 1977-1981 
 10 Hughston, George, 1974 
 11 Husaini, Bagar, 1979-1981 
 12 Ireton, Harold, 1979 
 13 Iscoe, Ira, 1978-1982 
 14 Jackson, Mary, 1980-1981 
 15 Jacobson, Gerald F., 1978-1980 
 16 Jessor, Richard, 1978 
 17 Johansson, Gunn, 1979-1980 
 18 Jones, John W., 1980 
 19 Kamen, Janet, 1978 
 20 Kanefield, Linda, 1980 
 21 Kaplan, Howard, 1978-1980 
 22 Karasek, Robert, 1978-1981 
 
5 1 Kasl, Stanislav, 1979-1980  
 2 Katkin, Daniel, 1968-1973 
 3 Katsching, Heinz, 1972 
 4 Kellam, Margaret (Peg) Ensminger, 1978 
 5 Kellam, Sheppard, 1978-1981 
 6 Kelly, James, 1979 
 7 Kempf, Judith, 1982 
 8 Kessler, Ronald, 1980-1981 
 9 Kleinmuntz, Benjamin, 1974 
 10 Klerman, Gerard (Jerry), 1982 
 11 Kornblith, Alice, 1975-1979 
 12 Kornfeld, Donald, 1979 



 13 Kramer, Morton, 1981 
 14 Kulka, Richard, 1980 
 15 Laufer, Robert, 1980 
 16 Lazarus, Richard, 1976-1980 
 17 Ledwith, Frank, 1982 
 18 Lefcourt, Herbert, 1979-1981 
 19 Lehmann, Stan, 1978-1979 
 20 Levav, Itzhak, 1979-1981 
 21 Levine, Murray, 1979-1982 
 22 Levy, Sandra, 1979 
 23 Lewis, Marc, 1977-1980 
 24 Lewy, Robert, 1978 
 25 Liem, Joan, 1974-1980 
 26 Liem, Ramsay, 1979-1980 
 27 Lightbourne, Robert, 1978 
 28 Litman, Theodor J., 1979 
 29 Litz, Jean, 1979 
 30 Locke, Ben, 1977-1979 
 31 Lopez-Garriga, Maria, 1976-1978 
 
6 1 Lorion, Raymond, 1979 
 2 Lubin, Bernard, 1976-1977 
 3 Machlowitz, Marilyn, 1975 
 4 Macri, Iphigenia, 1981-1982 
 5 Magnusson, David, 1976-1978 
 6 Manente, Vinnie, 1981 
 7 Mannucci, Elinor, 1978-1979 
 8 Marbach, Joseph, 1981 
 9 Marcus, Howard, 1976-1978 
 10 Marecek, Jeanne, 1977 
 11 Markson, Elizabeth, 1977-1979 
 12 Marino, Lisa Begg, 1978 
 13 Martin, John, 1976-1979 
 14 Matarazzo, Joseph, 1981 
 15 Matthews, Karen, 1979-1982 
 16 Mayberry, Jane, 1979 
 17 McCorkel, James, 1969 
 18 McEwan, Peter, 1977 
 19 McHugh, Paul, 1979 
 20 Mednick, Sarnoff, 1978-1980 



 21 Miller, Terry, 1979 
 22 Monahan, John, 1980-1981 
 23 Montgomery, Elvin, n.d. 
 24 Morgan, Mary K., 1981 
 25 Mulvey, Anne, 1974-1982 
 26 Murrell, Stanley, 1978-1980 
 27 Martin, Carol, n.d. 
 28 Miscellaneous Requests, 1981 
 29 Myers, Jerome, 1968-1980 
 30 Nahemow, Lucille, 1977 
 31 Neugebauer, Richard, 1979-1982 
 
7 1 Newbrough, J. R. (Bob), 1977-1982 
 2 Ocksenberg, Lois, 1975 
 3 O’Donnell, Patrick, 1978 
 4 Messick, Samuel, 1979-1980 
 5 Olweus, Dan, 1979 
 6 Orth-Gromer, Kristina, 1979-1980 
 7 Palmer, Stuart, 1982 
 8 Parkum, Kurt, 1979 
 9 Parlee, Mary, 1979-1982 
 10 Patrick, Grace, 1973 
 11 Pearlin, Leonard, 1979 
 12 Psychiatric Epidemiology Training Coordinator, 1979-1981 
 13 Psychiatric Epidemiology Training Faculty Meetings, 1979-1981 
 14 Psychiatric Epidemiology Training Fellows, 1979 – 1981 
 15 Psychiatric Epidemiology Training Research Seminars/Courses 1978-1981 
 16 Perkins, David, 1980 
 17 Phillips, Susan, 1979-1980 
 18 Pilkonis, Paul, 1978 
 19 Price, Richard, 1980-1981 
 20 Rahe, Richard, 1978-1982 
 21 Rappaport, Julian, 1980 
 22 Rabkin, Judith, 1979 
 23 Reppucci, N. Dickon, n.d. 
 24 Reynolds, Paul, 1981 
 25 Richardson, Stephen, 1980-1981 
 26 Richardson, William, n.d. 
 27 Rickel, Annette, 1981 
 28 Robbins, Douglas, 1978 



 29 Robins, Lee, 1978-1980 
 30 Rogentine, G. N., Jr., 1978-1979 
 31 Rosenbaum, Judith, 1978 
 32 Rosenberger, John, 1979 
 33 Roskies, Ethel, 1978 
 34 Rorsman, Brigitta, 1978 
 35 Rothberg, Meyer, 1975-1976 
 36 Rumsey, Marilyn, 1979 
 37 Sager, Alan, 1980 
 38 Sanders, Glen, 1979 
 39 Sanua, Victor, 1976 
 40 Saks, Michael, 1978 
 41 Sarason, Irwin, 1977-1978 
 
8 1 Scarf, Maggie, n.d. 
 2 Schiffner, Joy, 1980 
 3 Schlossberg, Nancy, 1979 
 4 Schmale, Arthur, 1979 
 5 Shubert, Grace, 1980 
 6 Schuller, Alexander, 1979 
 7 Schwebel, Milton, 1980 
 8 Sclar, Elliot, 1980 
 9 Seligman, Martin, 1978 
 10 Sells, S. B., 1976-1979 
 11 Selye, Hans, 1978-1980 
 12 Sherman, Martin, 1980 
 13 Shrout, Patrick, 1979-1980 
 14 Sichel, Joyce, 1975-1982  
 15 Sigal, John, 1976 
 16 Sills, David, 1979-1980 
 17 Silver-Regent, Sharon, 1977 
 18 Singer, Elizabeth, 1979-1981 
 19 Singer, Jerome E., 1979 
 20 Skydell, Ruth, 1977 
 21 Slaby, Andrew, 1981-1982 
 22 Slaikeu, Karl, 1976 
 23 Spielberger, Charles, 1975-1979 
 24 Stang, David, 1976 
 25 Stein, Zena, 1978 
 26 Spring, Bonnie, 1979 



 27 Stenmark, David, 1979-1982 
 28 Stokols, Daniel, 1981 
 29 Stone, Arthur, 1977 
 30 Stressed Correspondents, 1979 
 31 Suls, Jerry, 1978-1979 
 32 Susser, Mervyn, 1979-1980 
 33 Swearingen, Elizabeth, 1981 
 
9 1 Swindle, Ralph, 1976 
 2 Takooshian, Harold, 1973-1979 
 3 Temoshok, Lydia, 1981  
 4 Tessler, Richard, 1972-1979 
 5 Theorell, Tores, 1979 
 6 Thoits, Peggy, 1979 
 7 Todd, David, 1978 
 8 Trickett, Edison, 1980 
 9 Turner, R. Jay, 1982 
 10 Turns, Danielle, 1976 
 11 Ulmer, Raymond, 1973-1976 
 12 Unger, Rhoda, 1978 
 13 Vaillant, George, 1979-1980 
 14 van der Zouwen, Johannes, 1979-1980 
 15 van Riezen, H., 1981 
 16 Veitch, Russ, 1980 
 17 Verbrugge, Lois, 1979-1981 
 18 Veroff, Joseph, 1978 
 19 Villena, Julio, n.d. 
 20 Walsh, Mary Roth, 1976 
 21 Warheit, George, 1978-1979 
 22 Watson, Barbara, 1978 
 23 Watson, Neale, n.d. 
 24 Weissman, Myrna, 1980 
 25 White, Andre, 1978 
 26 Wilder, David, n.d. 
 27 Wiley (John Wiley and Sons, Inc.), 1979 
 28 Williams, Hillary, 1978 
 29 Wilson, Robert, 1977 
 30 Wing, John, 1979-1981 
 31  Wrightsman, Larry, 1977 
 32 Yaffe, Mark, 1982 



 33 Yager, Joel, 1980 
 34 Yin, Robert, 1971-1975 
 35 Zautra, Alex, 1980 
 36 Zonis, Marvin, 1978 
 37 Zubin, Joseph, 1975-1980 
 38 Zucker, Robert, 1967 
 
Series II: Biographical Materials 
 
10 1 Dohrenwend, Barbara S. – I, 1965-1981 
 2 Dohrenwend, Barbara S. – II, 1973-1990 
 3 Dohrenwend, Barbara S. – III, 1978-1988 
 4 Dohrenwend, Barbara S. – IV – Vita, Obituaries, Memorial Lecture &  

Scholarship, 1980-1999  
 5 Dohrenwend, Barbara S. – V – Curriculum Vitae & Memorials, 1978-1992 
 6 Dohrenwend, Barbara S. – VI – Sociomedical Sciences Search, 1982-1984  
 7 Dohrenwend, Barbara S. – VII – Barbara Snell Dohrenwend Award, School of  

Public Health, 1985-1987 
 
11 1 Dohrenwend, Barbara S. – VIII – School of Public Health 75th Anniversary  
  Celebration, 1998-2000 
 2 Dohrenwend, Barbara S. – IX – Miscellaneous, 1979-1995 
 
Series III: Reprints 
 
 3 “Analysis of the Interviewer’s Behavior,” 1956 
 4 “Some Factors Related to Autonomy and Dependence in Twelve Javanese  
  Villages,” 1957 
 5 “A Use for Leading Questions in Research Interviewing,” 1964 
 6 “The Problem of Validity in Field Studies of Psychological Disorder,” 1965 
 7 “Some Effects of Open and Closed Questions on Respondents’ Answers,” 1965 
 8 “Effect of Experimenter Expectancy and Preparatory Effort on Belief in the  
  Probable Occurrence of Future Events,” 1967 
 9 “Factors Interacting with Birth Order in Self-Selection Among Volunteer   
  Subjects,” 1967 
 10 “Field Studies of Social Factors in Relation to Three Types of Psychological  
  Disorder,” 1967 
 11 “Stressful Situations, Birth Order, and Psychological Symptoms,” 1967 
 12 “Social Distance and Interviewer Effects,” 1968 
 13 “Sources of Refusals in Surveys,” 1968 



 14 “Interviewer Biasing Effects:” Comments, 1969 
 15 “Experimental Study of Directive Interviewing,” 1970 
 16 “Relation of Respondent Social Status to Interviewer Behavior,” American  
  Statistical Association reprint, 1970 
 17 “Social Class and Stressful Events,” 1970 
 18 “Experimental Study of Payments to Respondents,” 1971 
 19 “Ability and Disability in Role Functioning in Psychiatric Patient and Non- 
                        Patient Groups,” 1973 
 20 Reviews of “The Ecology of Mental Health,” 1973 
 21 “Life Events as Stressors,” 1973 
 22 “Social Status and Stressful Life Events,” 1973 

23 “Psychiatric Disorders in Urban Settings,” from American Handbook of 
Psychiatry, 1974 

24 “Effects of Experience and Ethnicity on Ratings of Life Events as Stressors,”  
 1975 
25 “Sex Differences and Psychiatric Disorders,” 1976 
26 “Exemplification of a Method for Scaling Life Events: The PERI Life Events  

  Scale,” 1978 
 27 “Social Stress and Community Psychology,” 1978 
 28 “Some Issues in Research on Stressful Life Events,” 1978 
 29 “Epidemiology and Genetics of Schizophrenia,” 1979 
 30 “Personal Versus Situational Determination of Anticipation and Control of the  
  Occurrence of Stressful Life Events,” 1979  
 31 “Reply to comment by Lorimer, et al.” [on “Exemplification of a Method for  
  Scaling Life Events”], Journal of Health and Social Behavior, v. 20, 1979 

32 “Stressful Life Events, Social Support Systems, and Illness:” requests for copies, 
1979 

33 “Gender, Age, Life Roles, and Life Events,” Women and Psychotherapy 
Conference, American Psychological Association, March 1979 

 34 “The Conflict Between Statistical and Theoretical Significance,” 1980 
 35 “Life Events and Psychopathology,” American Psychological Association, 1980 
 36 “Psychiatric Disorders and Susceptibility to Stress,” 1980 
 37 Report of the Panel on Life Events and the Life Cycle: first draft, 1980 
 38 “What Psychiatric Screening Scales Measure in the General Population. Part I:  
  Jerome Frank’s Concept of Demoralization,” n.d., c. 1980 
 39 “Measurement of Social Functioning in Community Populations,” 1981 
 40 “Stress in the Community: A Report to the President’s Commission on the  
   Accident at Three Mile Island,” 1981 
 41 “What Brief Psychiatric Screening Scales Measure,” 1981 


