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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE: Born in New York City on February 25, 1917 to Michael and Edith 
Cook, Eugene Cook was former picture editor for Time magazine in the 1940s and entertainment 
editor at Life magazine through the 1950s. After leaving Life in 1959, he worked as a freelance 
photojournalist, living on the Upper West Side of Manhattan. During this time, he photographed 
patients and their care in the Department of Rehabilitation Medicine at the Columbia University 
Medical Center in Washington Heights, New York City. 
 
He began his career at Yale University’s School of Music around 1974. He served as Lecturer 
for the course “Italian for Singers” in 1978-1979 and was Director of the Concert and Press 
Office in 1975-1978. Cook was appointed Professor of Photojournalism at Boston University in 
1982-1986. He also served as the Director of Public Affairs and Special Projects in the 
University’s School of Fine Arts in 1984-1986. 
 
Eugene Cook died in Brookline, Massachusetts on August 23, 1986. 
 
SCOPE & CONTENT: Black-and-white silver gelatin photographic prints depicting patients 
receiving physical therapy, medical staff, and facility interiors in Columbia University’s 
Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, located at the Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center.  
 
Of note are scenes taken at a party honoring Ursula Corning, possibly for her retirement in 1968. 
A graduate of Columbia University’s Physical Therapy program in 1946, Corning served as a 
physical therapist at the Neurological Institute for 22 years and funded an endowed professorship 
named for her father, H.K. Corning. She later founded the Civitella Ranieri Foundation, an artist 
residency program in Italy.  
 
A few photographic prints are enlargements of duplicates. Some prints may contain grease pencil 
editing marks. Photographs are undated but appear to be from the late 1960s to early 1970s. All 
prints are 11 x 14 inches in size and are printed on glossy, fiber-based photographic paper. 
 
ARRANGEMENT: Physically arranged by scan number order (#O-000494 – O-000667) in larger 
digitized oversized photograph “O” collection. 
 
ADDITIONAL PHYSICAL FORM: Digitized versions internally held by Archives & Special 
Collections. 
 
LANGUAGE: English. 
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ACCESS : Because the collection includes Confidential Health Information (CHI) as defined by 
Columbia University policies governing data security and privacy, access is allowed only under 
the terms of Archives and Special Collections’ Access Policy to Records Containing 
Confidential Health Information. 
 
Researchers must first view digitized version (173 of 180 prints) in reading room. 
 
RIGHTS: Copyright held by the estate of Eugene Cook.  
 
RELATED COLLECTIONS: This accession contains 20 additional color and black-and-white 
photos from the 1980s-1990s, which are part of the Columbia-Presbyterian Photograph 
Collection. Additional photographs in Archives & Special Collections depicting the Department 
of Rehabilitation Medicine can be found in the Elizabeth Wilcox Photograph Collection, 1950s-
1990s (https://clio.columbia.edu/catalog/13439489), and the Office of Public Affairs Photographs (two 
accessions 1900-2003). 
 
The Howard Gotlieb Archival Research Center at Boston University holds a Eugene Cook 
photograph collection. 
 
PROVENANCE:  Gift of the Department of Rehabilitation Medicine, Columbia University, in 
2004 (accession 2004.08.10).  
 
CUSTODIAL HISTORY: Verso with photographer’s stamp: Eugene Cook, 110 Riverside Dr. New 
York 24, NY. Some with Cook’s stamp: Columbia U.    
 
PROCESSING NOTE: Finding aid written by Jennifer Ulrich, September 2018. 
 
OTHER FINDING AIDS: Image database available in the reading room. 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: “A Memorial Service Is Planned for Eugene Cook, 69,...” UPI, UPI, 25 Aug. 1986, 
www.upi.com/Archives/1986/08/25/A-memorial-service-is-planned-for-Eugene-Cook-69/4204525326400/ . 
 
Bulletin of Yale University School of Music Catalogue, 1971-1978, 1978-1979 courtesy of the Manuscripts and 
Archives, Yale University Library, Yale University. 
 
“Ursula Corning to Retire” Stethoscope 23 (May 1968) page 6. 
 
Year: 1930; Census Place: Bronx, Bronx, New York; Page: 1B; Enumeration District: 0659; FHL 
microfilm: 2341223. Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: 
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2002. 
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USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2011. 
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1963 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2006. 
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Corning, Ursula -- Photographs. 
Medical rehabilitation -- Photographs. 
Physical therapists -- New York (State) -- New York -- Photographs. 
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Container List

Photo ID Title

O-000494	 Hydrotherapy [1]

O-000495	 Hydrotherapy [2]

O-000496	 Hydrotherapy [3]

O-000497	 Hydrotheraphy [4]

O-000498	 Hydrotherapy [5]

O-000499	 Hydrotherapy [6]

O-000500	 Group Therapy [1]

O-000501	 Group Therapy [2]

O-000502	 Group Therapy [3]

O-000503	 Group Therapy [4]

O-000504	 Group Therapy [5]

O-000505	 Occupational Therapy [1]

O-000506	 Occupational Therapy [2]

O-000507	 Occupational Therapy [3]

O-000508	 Occupational Therapy [4]

O-000509	 Occupational Therapy [5]

O-000510	 Occupational Therapy [6]

O-000511	 Physical Therapy Classroom [1]

O-000512	 Physical Therapy Classroom [2]

O-000513	 Physical Therapy Classroom [3]

O-000514	 Physical Therapy Class [4]

O-000515	 Physical Therapy Class [5]

O-000516	 Physical Therapy Class [6]

O-000517	 Physical Therapy Scenes [1]

O-000518	 Physical Therapy Scenes [2]

O-000519	 Physical Therapy Scenes [3]

O-000520	 Physical Therapy Scenes [4]

O-000521	 Physical Therapy Scenes [5]

O-000522	 Physical Therapist at Work [1]

O-000523	 Physical Therapist at Work [2]

O-000524	 Physical Therapist at Work [3]

O-000525	 Physical Therapist at Work [4]

O-000526	 Physical Therapist at Work [5]

O-000527	 Physical Therapist at Work [6]

O-000528	 Physical Therapist at Work [7]

O-000529	 Physical Therapist at Work [8]

O-000530	 Physical Therapist with Infant [1]

O-000531	 Physical Therapist with Infant [2]
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O-000532	 Physical Therapist with Infant [3]

O-000533	 Physical Therapist with Infant [4]

O-000534	 Physical Therapist with Infant [5]

O-000535	 Physical Therapist at Work [1]

O-000536	 Physical Therapist at Work [2]

O-000537	 Physical Therapist at Work [3]

O-000538	 Physical Therapist at Work [4]

O-000539	 Physical Therapist at Work [5]

O-000540	 Physical Therapist at Work [1]

O-000541	 Physical Therapist at Work [2]

O-000542	 Physical Therapist at Work [3]

O-000543	 Physical Therapist at Work [4]

O-000544	 Physical Therapist at Work [5]

O-000545	 Physical Therapist at Work [6]

O-000546	 Physical Therapist at Work [7]

O-000547	 Physical Therapist at Work [8]

O-000548	 Physical Therapy [1]

O-000549	 Physical Therapy [2]

O-000550	 Physical Therapy [3]

O-000551	 Physical Therapy [4]

O-000552	 Physical Therapy [5]

O-000553	 Physical Therapy

O-000554	 Physical Therapy

O-000555	 Physical Therapist with Young Patient [1]

O-000556	 Physical Therapist with Young Patient [2]

O-000557	 Physical Therapist with Young Patient [3]

O-000558	 Physical Therapist with Young Patient [4]

O-000559	 Physical Therapist with Young Patient [5]

O-000560	 Physical Therapist with Young Patient [6]

O-000561	 Lab Technician [1]

O-000562	 Lab Technician [2]

O-000563	 Lab Technician [3]

O-000564	 Lab Technician [4]

O-000565	 Lab Technician [5]

O-000566	 Lab Technician [6]

O-000567	 Lab Technician [7]

O-000568	 Lab Technician [8]

O-000569	 Physical Therapist [1]

O-000570	 Physical Therapist [2]

O-000571	 Physical Therapist [3]

O-000572	 Physical Therapist [4]

O-000573	 Physical Therapist with Young Patient [1]

O-000574	 Physical Therapist with Young Patient [2]

O-000575	 Physical Therapist with Young Patient [3]

O-000576	 Physical Therapist with Young Patient [4]

O-000577	 Physical Therapist with Young Patient [5]



O-000578	 Physical Therapy [1]

O-000579	 Physical Therapy [2]

O-000580	 Physical Therapy [3]

O-000581	 Physical Therapy [4]

O-000582	 Physical Therapy Patient [1]

O-000583	 Physical Therapy Patient [2]

O-000584	 Physical Therapy Patient [3]

O-000585	 Physical Therapy Patient [4]

O-000586	 Physical Therapy Patient [5]

O-000587	 Physical Therapy Patient [6]

O-000588	 Physical Therapy [1]

O-000589	 Physical Therapy [2]

O-000590	 Physical Therapy [3]

O-000591	 Physical Therapy [4]

O-000592	 Physical Therapy [5]

O-000593	 Physical Therapy [6]

O-000594	 Physical Therapy [7]

O-000595	 Physical Therapy [8]

O-000596	 Physical Therapy [9]

O-000597	 Physical Therapy [10]

O-000598	 Physical Therapy [11]

O-000599	 Young Physical Therapy Patient

O-000600	 Rehabilitation Medicine Staff Meeting [1]

O-000601	 Rehabilitation Medicine Staff Meeting [2]

O-000602	 Rehabilitation Medicine Staff Meeting [3]

O-000603	 Rehabilitation Medicine Staff Meeting [4]

O-000604	 Rehabilitation Medicine Staff Meeting [5]

O-000605	 Rehabilitation Medicine Staff Meeting [6]

O-000606	 Rehabilitation Medicine Staff Meeting [7]

O-000607	 Rehabilitation Medicine Staff Meeting [8]

O-000608	 Physical Therapy [1]

O-000609	 Physical Therapy [2]

O-000610	 Physical Therapy [3]

O-000611	 Physical Therapy [4]

O-000612	 Physical Therapy [5]

O-000614	 Physical Therapy [7]

O-000615	 Physical Therapy [8]

O-000616	 Physical Therapy [9]

O-000617	 Physical Therapy [10]

O-000618	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [1]

O-000619	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [2]

O-000620	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [3]

O-000621	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [4]

O-000622	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [5]

O-000623	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [6]

O-000624	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [7]



O-000625	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [8]

O-000626	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [9]

O-000627	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [10]

O-000628	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [11]

O-000629	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [1]

O-000630	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [2]

O-000631	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [3]

O-000632	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [4]

O-000633	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [5]

O-000634	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [6]

O-000635	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [7]

O-000636	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [8]

O-000637	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [9]

O-000638	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [10]

O-000639	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [11]

O-000640	 Physical Therapists at Nurses' Station

O-000641	 Physical Therapy Equipment [1]

O-000642	 Physical Therapy Equipment [2]

O-000643	 Physical Therapy Equipment [3]

O-000644	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [1]

O-000645	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [2]

O-000646	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [3]

O-000647	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [4]

O-000648	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [5]

O-000649	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [6]

O-000650	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [7]

O-000651	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [8]

O-000652	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [9]

O-000653	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [10]

O-000654	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [11]

O-000655	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [1]

O-000656	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [2]

O-000657	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [3]

O-000658	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [4]

O-000659	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [5]

O-000660	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [6]

O-000661	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [7]

O-000662	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [8]

O-000663	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [9]

O-000664	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [10]

O-000665	 Nurse Taking Blood Pressure

O-000666	 Physical Therapist Talks with Patient

O-000667	 Nurses' Station
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O-000584	 Physical Therapy Patient [3]
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O-000623	 Rehabilitation Medicine Party for Ursula Corning [6]
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