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HISTORICAL NOTE: The Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center was an alliance between
Columbia University, specifically its medical school, the College of Physicians and Surgeons,
and Presbyterian Hospital. The final agreement reached in 1922 required the two institutions to
establish a “Joint Administrative Board” to oversee the planning and construction of a complex
that would house both the hospital and the medical school — at the time located at two widely
separated campuses in Manhattan.

Philanthropist Edward S. Harkness and his mother, Anna Richardson Harkness, purchased a 15
acre site in New York City’s Washington Heights neighborhood in 1915 as the site for the new
campus. Construction began in 1925 and the main complex housing the hospital, and the
medical, dental, and nursing schools opened in 1928. Structures housing Babies Hospital, the
Neurological Institute, and the New York State Psychiatric Institute were inaugurated in 1929.
The complex was known as the Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center, though no such
corporate entity ever existed.

The Joint Administrative Board continued into the 1960s but met only rarely after the completion
of the Medical Center.

SCOPE AND CONTENT: 32 black and white photographs of interiors of the Columbia-Presbyterian
Medical Center. Though undated, these appear to have been taken at the time the main part of the
complex opened in 1928. The views depict the dining rooms for attending doctors, interns,
nurses, and general personnel; the private oxygen suite; and the nursery suite in the Harkness
Private Patient Pavilion. There are no people seen in the images except for infants in some of the
nursery suite photographs. There are also two identical photos of “Baby Eldred” taken at 2 days
old.

Each photograph measures 8 x 10” (20 cm. x 25.5 cm.) and except for two are adhered to the
page. All but two of the images are labeled with a description and a unique number. The
photographer is unidentified.

ACCESS: Open. Though the photographs were made for the Joint Administrative Board, it is not
clear if Columbia possesses the copyright to them.

PROVENANCE: Gift of the NewY ork-Presbyterian Hospital Office of Public Affairs (Columbia
University Medical Center), 2000 (accession #200.01.20).


https://www.library-archives.cumc.columbia.edu/
https://www.library-archives.cumc.columbia.edu/finding-aid/photograph-album-interiors

PROCESSING INFORMATION: Photograph album housed in acid free folder and document box.

RELATED MATERIALS: Archives and Special Collections has additional photographs of other
interiors of the Medical Center at its opening in 1928. Most have been digitized.

CITE AS: Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center. Joint Administrative Board. Photograph album
of interiors.

Subjects:

Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center — Photographs.

Presbyterian Hospital (New York, N.Y.) — Photographs.

Academic medical centers — New York (State) — New York — Photographs.
Dining rooms — Photographs.

Hospitals — Nurseries — Photographs.

Genres:
Black-and-white photographs. aat
Photograph albums. aat



Container List

Title Date

1 Attending Doctors’ Dining Room — Large 1928
View from serving pantry GR106-11931

2 Attending Doctors’ Dining Room — Large 1928
View from northwest corner GR107-11931

3 Attending Doctors’ Dining Room — Large 1928
View towards serving pantry GR108-11931

4 Attending Doctors’ Dining Room — Large 1928
View towards serving pantry. Lights on. GR106-1-11931

5 Attending Doctors’ Dining Room — Small 1928
View towards entrance door GR111-11931

6 Attending Doctors’ Dining Room — Small 1928
View from serving pantry GR109-11931

7 Personnel Dining Room 1928
View from northeast GR120-111031

8 Personnel Dining Room 1928
View from entrance GR119-111031

9 Internes’ Dining Room 1928
View from south door GR118-111031

10 Internes’ Dining Room 1928
View from north door GR117-111031

11 Graduate Nurses’ Dining Room 1928
View from southeast GR113-111031

12 Graduate Nurses’ Dining Room 1928
View from northeast GR114-111031

13 Graduate Nurses’ Dining Room 1928
View from northwest Gr115-111031

14 Graduate Nurses’ Dining Room 1928
View from northwest GR116-111031

15 General Dining Room 1928

Serving pantry GR122-111031




16 Private Oxygen Suite 1928
Inside view of large room GR97-11531

17 Private Oxygen Suite 1928
Large room through east door GR99-11531

18 Private Oxygen Suite 1928
Small room from entry GR101-11531

19 Private Oxygen Suite 1928
Reception Alcove GR102-11531

20 Private Oxygen Suite 1928
General view from east end GR104-11531

21 Harkness Pavilion, Nursery Suite 1928
South room from entrance GR125-111231

22 Harkness Pavilion, Nursery Suite 1928
South room from utility room GR126-111231

23 Harkness Pavilion, Nursery Suite 1928
South room from northwest corner GR127-111231

24 Harkness Pavilion, Nursery Suite 1928
South room from northwest corner GR128-11231

25 Harkness Pavilion, Nursery Suite 1928
North room from utility room GR129-111231

26 Harkness Pavilion, Nursery Suite 1928
North room from northwest corner GR130-111231

27 Harkness Pavilion, Nursery Suite 1928
North room from west GR131-11231

28 Harkness Pavilion, Nursery Suite 1928
North room from southwest corner GR132-111231

29 Baby Eldred, 2 days old 1928
GR134-111231 (copy 1)

30 Baby Eldred, 2 days old 1928
GR134-111231 (copy 2)

31 [Attending Doctors’ Dining Room — Small 1928
View from entrance door]

32 [Serving Pantry 1928

View towards Attending Doctors’ Dining Room — Large]
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