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SUMMARY: Records of the Association of Dental Alumni of the School of Dental and 

Oral Surgery, including those of the Dental Hygienists Alumnae Association and of the 

Alumni Association of the College of Dental and Oral Surgery of New York. Included 

are correspondence, minutes, agenda, financial records, programs, questionnaires, 

newspaper clippings, photographs, plaques and certificates. 

 

HISTORICAL NOTE: The Columbia University School of Dental and Oral Surgery 

(SDOS) was founded in 1916 as the School of Dentistry.  In 1923 the School absorbed 

the College of Dental and Oral Surgery of New York (CODOS), founded in 1892, and 

received its present name.   

 

The Program in Dental Hygiene was established in 1916 as the New York School of 

Dental Hygiene. In March 1917, it was merged into Columbia thus becoming the world’s 

first university-affiliated dental hygiene school.  It graduated its first class that year.  In 

1953, Columbia established the first ever M.S. degree program in the field.  Until the late 

1960s only women were admitted and even after this date, women remained the 

overwhelming majority of the students.  Courses in dental hygiene were discontinued in 

1987. 

 

The Association of Dental Alumni was organized in 1926 to include graduates of both 

SDOS and CODOS.  The Dental Hygienists Alumnae Association was founded in 1917 

and was merged with the Association of Dental Alumni in the early 1980s.   

 

ORGANIZATION: Organized in four series: I. Executive Board; II. Dental Hygienists 

Alumnae Association; III. College of Dental and Oral Surgery of New York Alumni 

Association; IV. Oversize. 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT: Most of the records of the Association of Dental Alumni are from 

the 1970s and 1980s, but there are programs and newspaper clippings dating as early as 

the 1930s.  Minutes of the Executive Board date from 1978-1990 with a few gaps. 

 

Records of the Dental Hygiene Alumni Association include what appear to be complete 

class lists for all those enrolled in dental hygiene courses from 1917 up to the program’s 

demise.  Minutes and financial reports are present for 1924-1951 only.  Also present in 

the records are course schedules and textbook lists for 1967/68, 1971/72-1986/87. 
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There is also a one-volume register of alumni of the College of Dental and Oral Surgery 

of New York, listing graduates from the first commencement in 1894 until the last in 

1923. 

 

RELATED RECORDS: Archives & Special Collections holds an incomplete set of the 

Association of Dental Alumni newsletters from 1939 onwards.   
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Box Folder 
 

Series I: Executive Board 

 

1 1-11    Minutes, agenda and reports, 1978/79 – 1989/90 

12 Alumni Day and other events: correspondence, program, registrants, etc., 

1980 

 13 Alumni Day, 1983: correspondence, program, registrants, etc., 1982-1983 

 14 Alumni Day, 1984: correspondence, program, registrants, etc., 1984 

 

2 1 Alumni questionnaires/news (SDOS & Dental Hygiene), 1969, 1971, and  

                        c. 1985 

 2 Annual Dinners/Reunions: programs, articles, 1940-1959 

3    Class lists, 1905-1943: names and addresses [date of compilation 

   unknown] 

4 Constitution, 1938, 1951 and undated 

5 Correspondence, general, 1925, 1928-29, 1940-1981 

6 Dean's Day: programs, articles, 1949-1958 

7 Events (Deans Day, Reunions, etc.): invitations, programs, etc., 1975-

1990 

 8 Financial records, 1947/48, 1982-1985 

 9 Newsclippings, 1938-1942, 1946 

10 Post Graduate Courses: programs, 1954-1956, 1958 

 11 Presidents: names and tenure, 1926-1980 

12 Publications, misc.: SDOS, Columbia and others, 1930's-1950s 

 

Series II: Dental Hygienists Alumnae Association 

 

 13-14 Minutes, 1924-1944 

15-16 Record Book, 1948-1951: includes minutes, financial records,   

            correspondence and printed material 

  

3 1-3 Class lists, 1917-1988 

 4 Class lists, 1917-1945, with addresses, c. 1945 

 5 Class lists, 1917-1947 (1970 update)  

 6  Register of Life Members & others, Classes of 1917-1956 

 7   Membership list, 1984 

 8 Class of 1937: 25th Reunion Program, 1962 

 

4 1-2 Schedules & Booklists, Dental Hygiene Courses, 1967/68; 1971/72-  

1986/87 
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5 Membership file cards, Inactive, no date 

 

6-7 Membership file cards, Active, no date   

 

8 Membership file cards, Cross-file, no date 

 

9-10  Class photographs, 1932-1987 

 

Series III: College of Dental & Oral Surgery of New York Alumni Association 

(housed in Core Collection) 

 

Alumni register, Classes of 1894-1923, with partial updates to 1929 (1 volume) 

 

Series IV: Oversize (housed in Map Case 2, Dr. 11) 
 

Certificate of Incorporation, Dental Hygienists Alumnae Association, 1953 

 

Plaque from SDOS Class of 1981 to Association of Dental Alumni 


